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The influence of soil type on nut yield and flowefing
characteristics of young coconut (Less than 19 years) on a 10 ha
_land in the Wet Zons was investigaled. Detailed soil survey.of
. the area revealed that there are four soil series — (I &) Boralu-
shallow phase (Plinthuduits), (1 b) Boralu-deep phase (Plinthu-
dults), (2) Sudu (Quartzipsamments), (3) s variant of Katu-
nayake (Quartzipsamments), and (4) Rathupasa (Quartzip-
samments) which produced_yields of. 47, 55, 62, 63 and 63
nuts/palm year respectively, Although the palms in Sudu soils
produced high nut yield, they came into bearing later than the
others due to the impeded drainage conditions.
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Yields were higher on soils having greater soil depths,
gravel depths (depth at which gravels begin to appear), lighter
texture and moderately good drainage. In liglit and medium
textured soils, soil depth had a significant bearing ‘on yield; a
depth of 120 cm appeared to be the critical depth. At a depth
of 140 cm, yield was significantly affected by texture. Lighter
textured soils had a significantly higher proportion of high
yielding palms than heavier textured soils. The interaction
between gravel depth and texture on yield was similar to soil
depth and texture. A gravel depth of 60 cm appeared to be the
critical level for light textured soils. Under moderate and good
drainage, yield continued to increase with both -soil and gravel
depths without any indication of a critical depth. Generally,
under any gravel or soil depths, “moderately well” drained soils
were preferred to well drained soils,





