
t h e DM% of all spscies increased with advancing age from 
IS to 45 days. In general, fodders had lower, dry matter at 15 
and 30 days after defoliation than grasses and legumes. 

The average crude protein content of legumes were higher 
than that of grasses and fodders at 15 and 30 days, but the 
I V O M D was higher for fodders and grasses compared to 
legumes. 

The estimated ME values suggest that fodders harvested at 
these two stages of growth are better in quality than grasses and 
legumes harvested at the same age. 

Applied nitrogen had little effect on dry matter, crude 
protein and IVOMD percentage, possibly because of the low 
levels investigated. 

It. is 'concluded that fodders appear to be better forages 
than grasses for the mid-country of Sri Lanka, when grown as 
pure stands. Inclusion of legumes may however bring about 
an improvement in feeding value of grasses. 

PADDY PEST CONTROL - A REVIEW OF RESEARCH 
IN RICE ENTOMOLOGY IN SRI LANKA 

Nalini Wickramasinghe 
( G - A . / ? • / . Gannoruwa) 

This attempts to review briefly the progress in research on 
pests of rice in Sri Lanka. It covers over two decades of 
investigations on various aspects of the bionomics of the major 
pests of rice - stemborers, gall midges, plant - hoppers, thrips, 
leaffolders, paddy bugs, molerats and storage pests - and such 
minor pssts as caterpillars, stem flies, whorlmaggots and 
pentatomid bugs. 
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The earlier studies concentrated on distribution morphology, 
biology and damage symptoms of various pest species. However, 
as a chemical control is the first line of defence against major 
insect attacks, screening of insecticides for efficacy in controlling 
pests, evaluation of formulations and methods of application 
and the timing of control measures for quick containment of 
ths pest are on going programs. Surveys and investigations on 
Ihe natural biotic controls of a few major pests and effect of 
agronomic practices on pest status are yielding a great deal of 
information on their population dynamics. 

Devising of sampling techniques is a recurrent feature in 
many of these investigations. These include the use of light 
traps, suction traps, plant examinations or dissection and 
habitat investigations Currently, the sex pheromone of the 
leaffolder is being tested as a survey tool. 

Research emphasis in recent years has been on the search 
for sources, of resistant genetic material. Supporting studies on 
pest biotypes semisynthetic diets and culture techniques are 
under way. 

Reference is also made in this paper to areas which 
additional knowledge could lead to better pest control strategies. 

SOIL E R O S I O N A N D R U N - O F F S T U D I E S I N R U B B E R 

P L A N T A T I O N S 

N . Yogaratnam, M. Nadarajah and W. C. Dayaratne 
(Rubber Research'Institute of. Sri Lanka,' Dartonfietd* 

AgalawattaJ 

Inadequate ground cover during the early stages of growth 
of young rubber results in run-otf and soil losses. Investigations 
were therefore undertaken to study the influence of ground cover 
crops, mulch and natural rubber formulations on run-off and 
soil losses. This paper discusses the preliminary results obtained 
from these investigations. 
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