
POTASSIUM STATUS OF SOME COCONUT GROWING 
SOILS IN SRI LANKA 

R. T. Shanmuganathan and P. Loganathan > 
(Coconut Research -Institute of Sri Lanka $ Lunttwila) 

Water soluble, exchangeable, difficultly exchangeable and 
total potassium contents of sixty four profiles covering twenty 
one soil series were correlated with percent clay, percent silt, 
percent sand, pH, percent organic carbon, cation exchange 
capacity and total exchangeable bases. While all forms of 
potassium were negatively correlated with percent clay, water 
soluble, exchangeable and difficultly exchangeable K contents 
were positively related to pH, cation exchange capacity and 
total exchangeable bases. The water soluble and exchangeable 
potassium contents significantly decreased with depth. The 
correspondent forms of potassium in top soil and sub-soils 
were positively correlated. A positive correlation was also' 
observed between water soluble, exchangeable, difficulty 
exchangeable and total potassium contents. 

The data indicate that most soils in' the intermediate and 
wet-zones are deficient in potassium. The significance of the 
findings to potassium fertilization of coconut soils is discussed. 
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C6MPOSITION AND IN VltRO DIGESTIBILITY OF 
SOME FODDERS, GRASSES AND LEGUMES IN 

SRI LANKA 
S. Pandirharatne and M. C. N. Jayasuriya 

(Faculty of Agriculture, University of Sri Lanka Peradeniya) 

The influence of three levels of nitrogen, namely O, SO and 
100 kg N/ha/yr, on changes in feeding value and chemical 
composition of some important fodders, grasses and legumes, 
hat can be grown in the mid-country, when harvested at 15, 30 
and 45 days, was investigated. 

23 



t h e DM% of all spscies increased with advancing age from 
IS to 45 days. In general, fodders had lower, dry matter at 15 
and 30 days after defoliation than grasses and legumes. 

The average crude protein content of legumes were higher 
than that of grasses and fodders at 15 and 30 days, but the 
I V O M D was higher for fodders and grasses compared to 
legumes. 

The estimated ME values suggest that fodders harvested at 
these two stages of growth are better in quality than grasses and 
legumes harvested at the same age. 

Applied nitrogen had little effect on dry matter, crude 
protein and IVOMD percentage, possibly because of the low 
levels investigated. 

It. is 'concluded that fodders appear to be better forages 
than grasses for the mid-country of Sri Lanka, when grown as 
pure stands. Inclusion of legumes may however bring about 
an improvement in feeding value of grasses. 

PADDY PEST CONTROL - A REVIEW OF RESEARCH 
IN RICE ENTOMOLOGY IN SRI LANKA 

Nalini Wickramasinghe 
( G - A . / ? • / . Gannoruwa) 

This attempts to review briefly the progress in research on 
pests of rice in Sri Lanka. It covers over two decades of 
investigations on various aspects of the bionomics of the major 
pests of rice - stemborers, gall midges, plant - hoppers, thrips, 
leaffolders, paddy bugs, molerats and storage pests - and such 
minor pssts as caterpillars, stem flies, whorlmaggots and 
pentatomid bugs. 
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