In'an attempt to find out the reasons for this, we
questioned Buddhist alcoholics identified in a previous commi-
nity survey about their religious baliefs and the discordance
batween, these beliefs and their alcoholism. Nearly all claimed
to have faith in Buddhism, Most argued that their drinking
did not constitute a maior transgression of the teaching.
Among the arguments were that °‘moderate drinking’ was
permissible or that they had control over their behaviour
even after alcohol or that they abstained on religious occasions,
A few omitted reciting the fifth preceptwhich device was
claimed to relicve them from the obligation to avoid alcohol

Although Buddhism condemns taking alcohol, it has
by its liberal attitude of leaving to the individual the freedom
-to decide on his actions, failed to act as a check on alcoholism,
Since no edicts are issued for laymen, those who wish to
consume alcohol are able to rationalise their behaviour and
so continue to drink without compromising their religions
convictions. :
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A ) .
AN APPROXIMATE METHOD OF ESTIMATING
COMPOSITE TEST ' RELIABILITY WITH
. UNEQUAL LENGTH PART TESTS

" Mohottige U. Sedere
(University of Sri Lanka)

Reliability cocfficients which are based on tau-equivalence
underestimate test reliability when part tests are unequal in
length. Horst’s, Kristof’s, and Feldt’s coefficients are the only
" available reliability coefficients to be used .with unequal length
pari tests.,  These coefficients are based on difierent test theory
models and can be used only with two or three part tests. This
paper presents a reliability coefficient based on *nominal test
lengths’ to use with any number of unequal length part tests
and will be cocfficient alpha under tau - equivalence,

80



F -5

1“8 @eed g0 ¢S exdes 0O
LITERACY IN SRI LANKA

oS1omdTed ¢l edes
(B cotned BdE Bemge)

eR60 By dmeanmed 78.1% gmd; ¢ 88w P 1971
tomdnz) Dilonedxl em@ed. 1881 80 1071 278 qmd, qof
H4m glame HBers] w1 Homd gug e @M. 684D
85} ¥emond Din 888 ¥y edu nE IR ¢ gHlame
Ofn. 908 ¥m eodend b ¢ gRened D& i
¢20 esnd ylame gungw.

Dot e®ED s orxnen® 88ag muided gmedBm
e D, 8cDBd 008, BuBud Hdcd vng D eOBsT BF ymé
e PBame B8newsy of 9,858 @9 Bgawewzd gm:-
Vew 0. gmd cuSnd® oln 888 §nd Byewsd
D 00T 008, eiged o ® dmemidem:s Re® g, emies’
pHaome 1caTsT 64, 9,889 qd9 cBmwiied EQE qiufedd
8n Dzims Ymenmn HEW.

1831 80 m®sws’ pog Sw ¢ud, ¢of gliams 1981 25 8O
@@ son 9,800 0éd PP o7 § Gomed om. 8P
8869 0w Dot Daes 10-14 GS B0 ERRG C.

81





