
An experimental model has been constructed using a 
vertical board, pulleys and. strings for the case of a single 
plant (source) distributing to a large number of markets or 
warehouses (sinks). The demand of the warehouses, the 
supply of the factory, transport costs, handling costs etc. 
are taken into account in this model. The optimum location 
of the plant can be found simply by allowing the system 
to come to the equilibrium position. It can be proved that 
this equilibrium position obtained using the laws of mechanics 
is identical to the optimum plant location. 

The model is not only valuable as a demonstration 
model for the students in Production Engineering and 
Management, but wilt also provide quick and approximate 
solution to actual situations in practice without the use of 
complicated mathematical programming. A similar model has 
been suggested earlier but the present model incorporates several 
interesting modifications. 

N O N - T R A D I T I O N A L M A R R I A G E PROPOSALS: 
A SURVEY 

B. Mahendra and D. S. Samarasinghe 
( Departments of Psychiatry, Peradeniya and Colombo 

Medical Schools ) . 

500 marriage proposals appearing in the Sunday English 
newspapers were subject to study. The characteristics of those 
advertising and those sought for in their partners were coded 
into 15 sections and subjected' to statistical analysis. The 
features of study included race, religion, caste, age, profession, 
dowry, horoscope, family wealth, position and social connections 
and attributes, physical and abstract, in the prospective 
partners. A high proportion of Roman Catholic and Christian 
advertisers and relatively few Tamils and Hindus were seen. 
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Religion and caste were specified more often than race and 
only a small minority stated they would accept partners from 
other religions and castes. The mean ages for male and 
female advertisers were 32*6 and 29 years respectively. A 
high proportion of female teachers sought partners and, 
similarly, teachers were in demand as brides. The majority 
of Tamils insisted on dowries and a high proportion of 
Tamils desired doctor brides. The chief male attributes desired 
seemed to be that thoy be teetotallers and '"sober" while 
prospective brides were expected to be attractive, educated 'dt 
and good charactered. The type of person advertising and £ 
the increasing trend of newspaper advertisments for marriage 
partners are discussed and possible explanations offered. 

TOURISM IN SRI LANKA, THE MAPPING OF 
INTERNATIONAL INEQUALITIES AND THEIR 

INTERNAL STRUCTURAL EFFECTS 

Sosantha Goonatilake 

The paper based on a case study of the growth of tourism 
in Sri Lanka examines tourism within a framework of 
dependenoy vis-a-vis the developed industrial countries. It-
distinguishes between two types of tourism namely that between 
the developed countries themselves and tourism which brings, 
in psrssinel from developed countries to developing countries 
The two categories of tourism it is pointed out have funda­
mentally different effects (economically, socially, culturally) on 
the receiving countries. Evidence indicates that the latter 
form of dependent tourism which has been consciously introduced 

. into Sri Lanka within the last ten years has serious distortions 
in the economic, social and cultural spheres. These distortion 
effects havs considerable similarities to the distortion of the 
economy by the introduction of the plantation sector in the 
19th csntury and the paper suggests that the long term 
consequences of overemphasis on the tourist sector could be 
as grave as that of the introduction of the plantation economy. 
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