
It is seen that the improved and the new high yielding 
varieties of seed paddy have largely replaced the older pure-
line seed and the traditional village varieties. Tillage 
operations have improved over the years with an increasing 
use of tractors. There has not been a significant increase 
in the practise of transplanting. There has been an increase 
in the use of fertilizer though still very much below optimum 
levels. Weeding has been' adopted more extensively by the 
allottees but still the weed control measures practised are 
unsatisfactory. Paddy yields averaged 33 bushels per acre in 
1958/59, 34 bushels per acre 1967/68 and 45 bushels per 
acre in 1972/73. 

_ The expected results from the use of the improved and 
the new high-yielding varieties of seed have not been realised 
by the farmers. The basic problem appears to be that the 
package approach has not been followed: improved and new, 
high yielding varieties of seed, transplanting, fertiliser 
recommendations and effective -weed control do not appear to 
have gone together. 

Shortages and maldistribution of irrigation water have 
aggravated this. The problems confronting the farmers in 
this regard ara analysed. 

HOW SUCCESSFUL IS OUR IMPORT SUBSTITUTION 
POLICY 

R. Mahalingasivam 

Focus on Import Substitution Policy became evident during 
late 1950's as shortage of foreign exchange became a drag 
on our development efforts. The examination and identification 
of our imports indicated that several of the commodities 
imported could be produced with ease domestically. Our 
local entrepreneurs were also willing to undertake productions 
of a few of the commodities which were imported in the 
past b.'cause of various incentives offered by the State and 
because they were quite clear in their minds as to the 
future demands for these commodities. Some claim that the 
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protection offered b y the State for the product ion o f these 
commodi t ies had ' led to wasteful uses o f scarce resources. 

I t i s , therefore, considered interesting to investigate what 
changes have taken place as regards policies adopted for 
import substi tut ion over a per iod o f years, what forces were 
responsible for effecting the changes in pol ic ies and to what 
extent we are successful i n onr aspi rat ions. 

I h i s study i s , therefore, an attempt to evaluate our 
achievements in relation to our targets in the area o f 
import subst i tut ion. The study reveals that we were successful 
as regards a few commodi t ies but failed i n others. T h i s 
paper wi l l discuss the probable reasons for i ts successes a n d 
fai lures in our endeavours. 

AN EXPERIMENTAL MODEL FOR THE PLANT 
LOCATION PROBLEM 

J. S . Gunasekera, 
( Department of Production Engineering, University of Sri 

Lanka* Peradeniya Campus- ) 

Plant o r factory locat ion is one of the most important l ong 
term decis ions, the top management o f any organisat ion has 
to m a k e . T h e des ign of a product ion system is dependent 
o n its locat ion, because result ing physical factors inf luence 
layout and because the locat ion wi l l part ial ly determine 
operat ing and capital costs . The final decision wi l l depend 
o n many factors such as the cost o f land , cost of plant 
construct ion, avai labi l i ty a n d cost of power , transport facilit ies, 
prox imi ty to markets etc. 

It is usua l to analyse this type o f prob lem mathematical ly 
us ing techniques o f O R such as linear p rog ramming . However 
the use o f computer becomes a necessity when the number 
o f var iables o f the prob lem become large. 
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