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The widening gap in the material-standards of living between 
the developed and developing counties may unduly discourage us 
about improving the quality of life for all. But an analysis of 
the t composition of the goods produced in developed countries 
shows that a good portion is not so essential and sometimes 
hinders the improvement in the quality of life. The ethos of 
competition and rivalry, motivated chiefly by greed and envy 

' and dominant-dependent relationships promoting power rivalries 
have caused economic growth of partially doubtful value. This 
ethos have been questioned and challenged. A society motivated 
mainly by love, compassion, cooperation and service aiming at 
greater equality, freedom and justice for more and more people, 
can pioneer a new quality of life for all where the essential 
necessities and a high and improving quality of life with widening 
scope for creative activities is provided to all and contribute to 
the achievement of a more stable, peaceful and prosperous world. 

CHANGING TECHNOLOGY IN AGRICULTURE AND 
PRODUCTIVITY IN THE PEASANT COLONISATION 

SCHEMES OF THE D R Y Z O N E ' 

H . N . C. Fonseka 
(Department of Geography, University of Sri Lankat Colombo 

Campus). 

This paper will attempt to survey the changes in 
technology of paddy cultivation and their effects on 
productivity in certain selected colonisation schemes. The 
study has been based on field work and the data is in 
respect of three periods of time: 1958/59, 1967/68 and 
1972/73 agricultural years. 
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It is seen that the improved and the new high yielding 
varieties of seed paddy have largely replaced the older pure-
line seed and the traditional village varieties. Tillage 
operations have improved over the years with an increasing 
use of tractors. There has not been a significant increase 
in the practise of transplanting. There has been an increase 
in the use of fertilizer though still very much below optimum 
levels. Weeding has been' adopted more extensively by the 
allottees but still the weed control measures practised are 
unsatisfactory. Paddy yields averaged 33 bushels per acre in 
1958/59, 34 bushels per acre 1967/68 and 45 bushels per 
acre in 1972/73. 

_ The expected results from the use of the improved and 
the new high-yielding varieties of seed have not been realised 
by the farmers. The basic problem appears to be that the 
package approach has not been followed: improved and new, 
high yielding varieties of seed, transplanting, fertiliser 
recommendations and effective -weed control do not appear to 
have gone together. 

Shortages and maldistribution of irrigation water have 
aggravated this. The problems confronting the farmers in 
this regard ara analysed. 

HOW SUCCESSFUL IS OUR IMPORT SUBSTITUTION 
POLICY 

R. Mahalingasivam 

Focus on Import Substitution Policy became evident during 
late 1950's as shortage of foreign exchange became a drag 
on our development efforts. The examination and identification 
of our imports indicated that several of the commodities 
imported could be produced with ease domestically. Our 
local entrepreneurs were also willing to undertake productions 
of a few of the commodities which were imported in the 
past b.'cause of various incentives offered by the State and 
because they were quite clear in their minds as to the 
future demands for these commodities. Some claim that the 
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