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Symplocus' racemosa, (Sinh. Lotsumulu), belonging to 
the natural order Styraceae is used in indigenous medicine 
in "phlegmatic diseases and Leprosy". From the petroleum 
ether, extract of the1 bark of Symplocus racemosa, oleanolic 
acid and acetyl oleanolic acids we're isolated; the ether 
extract was mainly betulimc acid. 
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The oils from cinnamon leaf, Clove and Ocimum gratissimum 
contain predominantly Eugenot._ While eugenol is itself 
important as an ingredient in perfumery, it finds greater 
use in the preperation of the the more widely utilised iso-
eugenyl which also serves as a starting material for the synthesis 
of iso-eugenl esters and esters and of vanillin. 

Several-methods have been patented for the conversion 
of eugenol to iso-eugenol. Howeyer we find that the conditions 
as patented rarely give good yields of iso-eugenol. Four 
methods using matereiats readily availale in Sri Lanka were 
attempted of these we find treatment with excess - caustic soda 
at 200° to give the best conversion. 
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Cinnamon Leaf Oil under such treatment, gave a product 
which was distilled to give three fractions (a) pure iso-eugenol 
(b) fraction with physical constants acceptable for technical 
iso-eugenol and (c) higher boiling fraction. The latter was 
found to consist of de methylated compound. The method 
should find commercial application in Sri Lanka in the 
manufacture of perfumery ingredients. 
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Mesua ferrea which blooms annually in June-July produces 
more than SO kg of flowers per mature iree 'during, a good 
season. Concretes from the flowers, which are sweet smelling 
could find use in tho perfumery industry. Concretes were 
prepared from these flowers by extraction with light petroleum 
for 24 hour periods followed by concentration. The concretes 
1 and 2 from tbe" first and second extraction were found to 
be pleasant smelling while the third extracrion gave a concrete 
o f lower quality which was rejected. The concretes 1 and 2 
were reddish brown semi-solids and were obtained in good 
yield. The physico-chemical constants o f the concretes (acid 
number, ester number, etc.) were determined and" a chemicnl 
study initiated on concrete 1. It was found that major component 
of tbe extract was.the triterpene alcohol lupeol. 

8 7 




