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Out of 44 endemic Dipterocarp species, 34 species have 
been investigated in a T. L. C. screening programme. 
Triterpenoids, <Chrysophanol, Scopoletin, methoxylated ellagic 
acids, ,8-sitesterol and high molecular T. L. C. spots have been 
recognised. The distribution of these compounds and -their 
value as chemotaxonmic markers to distinguish plant species 
at generic level in this family will be discussed. 

CHEMICAL INVESTIGATION OF TWO NEW 
ENDEMIC CALOPHYLLUM SPECIES 

M. Dahanayake, S. Karunanayake, S. Sotheeswaran and 
M. U. S. Sultanbawa 

(Department of Chemistry, University of Sri Lanka, 
Peradeniya Campus)-

Cahphylium trapeiifoVum Thw., and CalophyJlwn 
tomentoswn Wight which were once considered to be non 
endemic to Sri Lanka have now been found to be different 
from the corresponding Indian species. The chemical investi­
gation of the bark and timber of C. tomentosum and 
C. trapezifolium are being reported. 

From the endemic C. trapezifolium, 6-deoxy jacareubin, 
1, 6-dihydroxy - 5 - raethoxy/xanthone, 2-hy/droxy/xanthone, 
guanandin, 1 - hydroxy - 5, 6 - dimethoxy/xanthone, betulinic 
acid, epifriedelinol and friedelin have been isolated for the first 
time. 
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