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Silana farinosa (Boheman, 1856) feeds on the leaves of 
Murraya koenigii, the Karapincha, often causing considerable 
loss. These studies have shown that in Sri Lanka, it has several 

•generations a year, each consisting of 7 stages. Morphological 
characters of each stage were studied and detailed descriptions 
and figures are presented. Factors contributing to mortality of 
the pest were also studied and a Chalcid parasite, which might 
be of use in control, discovered. 
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The sap that is obtained from the inflorescence of 
Coconut palm (Cocos nuc'fera L.) contains about 16-22 percent 
sugar by weight. This normally undergoes fermentation by 
different types of yeast and bacteria resulting in coconut 
toddy. The fully fermented coconut toddy on an average contains' 
about 6.5 percent alcohol by volume. On the basis of sugar 
present in the sap the amount of alcohol obtained under 
natural fermentation is rather low. The conversion of sugar 
into alcohol is in the region of about 60 percent. 
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