
Pseudococcus citriculus Green, a mealybug was observed on 
leaves of seedlings and adult palms in many coconut growing 
areas and causing localised yellowing. 

Inflorescencess of more than one hundred palms were found 
heavily infested with mealybugs of Dysmicaccits sp. at Kakka-
palliya. No visible damage could be noted though sucking of 
sap could have caused serious damage to young tissues. 

Larvae of Batrachedra sp., a spike moth was observed to 
damage buttons in the spike and to cause their shedding. This 
results in yield reduction. 

USE OF SYSTEMIC INSECTICIDES FOR THE CON­
T R O L OF SOME SERIOUS PESTS OF COCONUT. 

P. Kanagaratnam and U. Pethiyagoda 
(Coconut Research Institite, Lunuwila). 

Pests of coconut are often difficult to reach by insecticidal 
sprays and systemic chemicals which could be applied at a 
convenient height above ground have to be considered. The 
institute has already recommended Metasystox aB a means of 
control of Rhynchophorus ferruginens, the red weevil pest. 

Two potential alternatives to metasystox which was tem­
porarily in short supply, were tested out. These are monocro-
tophos and Dicrotophos. Both gave satisfactory control when 
injected into the trunks of ,red weevil infested palms by the 
standard technique. Neither chemical produced symptoms of 
phototoxicity at the concentration employed. 

The leaf eating caterpillar, Nephantt's serinoPa was also 
brought under effecti ve control by trunk injection of monocro-
tophos. The effect persisted for at least four months and would 
therefore be capable of controlling a succession of larvae hatching 
out of layings over a period of time. N. serinopa is not 
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effectively controlled by releases of parasites, and insecticides 
have to bs considered as a means of control. The injection 
technique with systemic insecticides obviates the risks of spray 
contamination but raises problems of possible residue accumu­
lation in edible tissues. This aspect needs further study. 

8 - a ? " 
EFFICACY OF TRICHODERMA SPP. AS A BIOCON-
T R O L FOR CORTICIUM ROLFSII AND RHIZOC-

TONIA STATE OF THANATEPHORUS CUCUMERIS 

P. Sivakadadcham 
(Central Agricultural Research Institute, Peradeniya). 

Four species of Trichoderma which are commonly met with 
in the .soils of Sri Lanka were tested against Corticium rolfsii 
and Rhizoctonia state of Thanatephorus cucumeris for their 
efficacy as a biocontrol for these pathogens. One Trichoderma 
sp. not resembling any of the described species was found to 
suppress the growth of Corticium rolfsii in agar culture more 
effectively than two other recorded species namely Trichoderma 
hamatunt and Trichoderma harziaiium. Trichoderma Pseudo. 
koningii was found to be as effective as the unidentified species. 
This unidentified species of Trichoderma was also found to be 
pathogenic to Rhizoctonia, state of Thanatephorus cucumeris 
in agariculture. 

This paper contains a description of the isolate of the 
unidentified Trichoderma species and its activity against select 
pathogenic fungi grownln agariculture and the efficacy of the 
organism as a biocontrol for these pathogens on selected crops 
in the greenhouse. 
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