
to be widely distributed and effective natural enemies in bringing 
the pest under satisfactory control. Other indigenous predators 
were uncommon and present only in small numbers. The 
immature forms of the two common indigenous predators were 
often found,parasitised in the field. Details of the mass breeding 
of Goccinellid predators in the laboratory, the methods of release 
and their performance in the field are discussed. The risks of 
predator mortality by the use of sprays of a kerosene oil-soap 
emulsion were also assessed. 
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SOME MINOR PESTS OF COCONUT; NEW RECORDS 
FOR SRI L A N K A 

P. Kanagaratnam, J. L. J. G. Pinto and 
S. V . Sinnathamby 

(Coconut Research Institute, Lunuwila). 

Three mites, three mealybugs and a spike moth were 
observed for the first time as minor pests of coconut in Sri' 
Lanka. , 

Raoiella indica Hirst, a small mite has been recognized^ as 
a pest in India, United Arab Republic and Mauritius. It was 
found to occur in great numbers and to cause damage to the 
ventral surface of leaves of about one year old seedlings at 
Dahiwela and Demanhandiya. In the glasshouse at the Coconut 
Research Institute, Lunuwila in addition to the above species, 
two other mites namely Tetranychus jijiensis/Hirst and Oil-
gonychus (Reckiella) sp. were also found. The damaged leaves 
turned yellow and dried up prematurely. Stethoms keralicus 
Kapur, a Coccinellid predator was found associated with these 
mites. 

Mealybugs of Palmicultor sp. were found in large aggraga-
tions deep within the crown of three to four year old plams in 
the field at Nelumdeniya. Due to the sucking of sap, tips of 
leaflets were often dried at emergence. 
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Pseudococcus citriculus Green, a mealybug was observed on 
leaves of seedlings and adult palms in many coconut growing 
areas and causing localised yellowing. 

Inflorescencess of more than one hundred palms were found 
heavily infested with mealybugs of Dysmicaccits sp. at Kakka-
palliya. No visible damage could be noted though sucking of 
sap could have caused serious damage to young tissues. 

Larvae of Batrachedra sp., a spike moth was observed to 
damage buttons in the spike and to cause their shedding. This 
results in yield reduction. 

USE OF SYSTEMIC INSECTICIDES FOR THE CON­
T R O L OF SOME SERIOUS PESTS OF COCONUT. 

P. Kanagaratnam and U. Pethiyagoda 
(Coconut Research Institite, Lunuwila). 

Pests of coconut are often difficult to reach by insecticidal 
sprays and systemic chemicals which could be applied at a 
convenient height above ground have to be considered. The 
institute has already recommended Metasystox aB a means of 
control of Rhynchophorus ferruginens, the red weevil pest. 

Two potential alternatives to metasystox which was tem­
porarily in short supply, were tested out. These are monocro-
tophos and Dicrotophos. Both gave satisfactory control when 
injected into the trunks of ,red weevil infested palms by the 
standard technique. Neither chemical produced symptoms of 
phototoxicity at the concentration employed. 

The leaf eating caterpillar, Nephantt's serinoPa was also 
brought under effecti ve control by trunk injection of monocro-
tophos. The effect persisted for at least four months and would 
therefore be capable of controlling a succession of larvae hatching 
out of layings over a period of time. N. serinopa is not 
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