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Preface

it is w ith g re a t sen se  of in tellectual satisfaction ; the Editorial B oard  launches the  

P roceedings of th e 5 th In tern ation al Sym posium  on A griculture and E n viron m en t (ISAE 

2 0 1 6 ] .  The th em e of th e ISAE 2 0 1 6  "T ow ard s a Know ledge B ased  B ioecon om y" not only  

reflects a national p rio rity  but also has a global significance. H aving a fruitful discussion  

on Biodiversity  and E co sy stem  Services a t th e 4 th ISAE, it is quite ap p ro p ria te  to focus on 

B ioeconom y. The pivotal role th a t b ioecon om y could play in th e sustainable  

develop m en t of the co u n try  is unequivocal. H ow ever, a careful analysis on the com plex  

in teraction s am on g eco sy stem  serv ices  and b iod iversity  is a p rereq u isite  tow ard s a 

know ledge-based  b ioecon om y. Such an analysis obviously req u ires intellectual 

contributions of a d iverse ran ge of re se a rch e rs , acad em ics and thinkers. Proceedings of 

the ISAE 2 0 1 6  re co rd s  and d issem in ates the findings of re se a rch  w hich a ttem p ted  to  

identify the op p ortu n ities and challenges for K now ledge B ased  B ioecon o m y and to find 

ap p ro p riate  solutions.

The m ain th em e is fu rth er divided to  six su b -th em es; [1 ]  P lan t R esou rce  M anagem ent, 

(2 ]  Soil and W a te r  M anagem ent, 3 }  E con om ics and Social Sciences, (4 ]  Innovative  

Technologies, (5 }  Food  and N utrition and (6 )  L ivestock  and A q u acu lture. Fifty tw o oral 

p resen tation s and 3 6  p o ste rs  will be p resen ted  a t th e  ISAE 2 0 1 6 .  This proceedings  

contains a b stra cts  of th e b est eight p ap ers  of the ISAE 2 0 1 6 , w hich  will be published in a 

special issue of th e In tern ation al Journal, T ropical A gricultural R esearch  and Extension  

and the exten d ed  a b stra c ts  of all o th e r p resen tatio n s. The p roceed in g s is also enriched  

w ith th e p ap ers b ased  on th e  keynote speech  of th e inaugural session  by Mr. CJP 

Siriw ardhana, A ssistan t G overnor, Central Bank, Sri Lanka and the k eyn ote sp eeches  

p resen ted  a t th e 6 T echn ical sessio n s m entioned above.

On behalf of the E d itorial B oard  and the Publication C om m ittee, I w ould like to thank the 

chief guest, k eyn ote sp eak ers  and all th e au th o rs for th e ir  in tellectual con tribu tion  and  

being co rp o rativ e  w ith  us in th e p ro cess  of p rep arin g  this p roceed in g . A p roceed in g of 

th e ISAE 2 0 1 6  is a satisfying ou tcom e of a m uch d ed icated  team  effort o f m any, including  

th e co o rd in ato r o f th e  ISAE 2 0 1 6  and, th e m em b ers o f publication  co m m ittee  and th e  

Editorial Board. T h eir co m m itm en t is highly ap p recia ted  and acknow ledged.
H

On behalf of th e Editorial B oard , I w ish all th e p articip an ts  a fruitful and enjoyable day at  

ISAE 2 0 1 6 .

Prof. Mahinda Atapattu
Editor-in-C hief 
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