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Abstract

In Khmer history, it seems that the empire took on the largest territory in the reign of Jayavarman VII
(1181-1220) at the latter half of the Khmer Empire and in its prime. The inscription of the temple shows
that the Empire fitted out the Royal Road and constructed so called “Gite d’étape” which was like a
station, and a hospital in each place along that road'. At that time, the territory of the Khmer Empire
expanded to half of Southeast Asia. We need to consider temple construction as part of the social system
of reign over the huge Khmer Empire. - , -

The objective of this study was to consider the role of temples that are called “regional bases” in a mutual
relationship for the development of the Khmer Empire. Especially, I focus on the development and
disappearance of the word “agrama” in temple inscriptions to designate the temple “annexed building”,
and consider the interpretation of these buildings through the latter period of Khmer Empire and the
significance of Vat Phu temple. In around 1000 pieces of inscriptions, only 31 variations of words
“agrama” could be confirmed to occur in 59 pieces. Nineteen of them were identified with real temples
and regions. On analyzing the tendency of location in each period, it was confirmed that they were
located far from the centre, but in a major regional area along the Royal Road. Establishment of
“acrama” grew especially during the reign of Suryavarman I. However, use of the word ‘“agrama”
diminished and decreased to only one inscription in the reign of Jayavarman VII even though it was the
time of the largest territory in Khmer history. If temple formation is considered, most temples that have
“dgrama’ are “vertically-oriented” temples on terraced slope with “annexed building”, that would be the
“agrama”. On the other hand, regional bases of the latter period expanded on flat land into a complicated
temple layout and “annexed building” had changed in size and layout. Focusing on temple layout and its
location, it can be confirmed that “agrama” existed as a religious and royal base especially if one
examines the Vat Phu temple. This base would have been developed into a “Gite d’étape” or a hospital
under Jayavarman VII. The significance of “agrama” was that it provided a connection between the
‘centre and the region. ‘

Introduction inscriptions prove that there used to be a regional
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Empire. Previous studies on Chinese books and - Empire.

63



SCA-16, Colombo, Sri Lanka

Methodology

In this thesis, to consider “agrama” words as a
consideration of the central — regional governance
system, methods of this study are mainly three in
the following way.

1. Distribution of location by
distinguishing its words from inscriptions to
consider characteristics of temple layout that
have “d¢rama” building. For the reading of
inscription, K_ especially followed the
translation method in “Inscription du
Cambodge I-VIII” by G. Coedes to distinguish
the Sanskrit/Khmer old languages of “agrama”
including words (ex. Viragrama) by
researching around 1000 pieces of temple

“acrama”

inscriptions. To mapping “a¢rama”, interpreter ~

inscriptions of “acrama” to consider the
meaning of that word and guess its location
from several related inscriptions.

2. Consider the historical tendency of “agrama”
development and deterioration by transition of
numbers of words and its features. Using
mapped  “agrama”, I  consider  the
characteristics of distribution of “a¢rama” in
each period. By figuring out buildings of
“agrama”, features of constructive method of
“acrama” would be revealed, especially by
comparison of their layout.

3. Compare the development of “a¢rama” and the
later transition of social system is confirmed
by interpreting the appearance of “Gite
d’étape” instead of “acrama”. By comparison
of “agrama” layout and “Gite d’étape” location
in some temples, there would be similarities
and differences.

Distribution and temple arrangement of acrama

Reconsideration of “Yagodaragrama” inscriptions
location

In 889, Yagovarman I constructed his capital in
Angkor as a centre of the Empire. Same date
inscriptions have been discovered in several places
of the territory. From the translation, it is obvious
he established about 100 “agrama” that are
called “Yagodaragrama”. The meaning of “a¢rama”
is  hermitage or
dictionary*. On the other hand, there is no confident
of building that is considered as “dgrama” that
some researchers considered it would be made by
wood’. Dr. J. Esteve said in her thesis "Les
Yagodharagrama de la région de Vat Phu" that
"Yagodaragrama" inscriptions were discovered in

monastery in  Sanskrit
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center and region of territory®. There are
Yagodaragrama inscriptions in Kampot province,
around Vat Phi Temple in Laos, and district of
northeast Thailand. Also 6 inscriptions are found in
the centre, Angkor (including Roluos) that these
inscriptions are located on the center and edge of
territory rather than the middle of the Empire.
However there is no confidence of constructed
location of “a¢rama” form inscriptions. Also, there
are some inscriptions dating 889 other than
"Yagodaragrama" inscriptions, and some of them
include the word “agrama” in the same period. For
example, Preah Vihear Temple has an inscription
related to Yagovarman I. Dr. S. Sahai expected
wooden “a¢rama” might be constructed in same
period’.

Consider the temple layout which
“Yagodaragrama” inscription is discovered, there
are same characteristics on geographical location
and layout of temple componential buildings. Some
of them are constructed on top of the mountain or
middle of the mountain slope, and have vertically-
oriented layout’ to follow the mountain slope, also
there is a huge Baray beside the entrance of long
approach to the temple. Especially, Preah Vihear
Temple is considered that Yagovarman I conducts
whole temple layout planning. By making
“dggrama” on mountain with symbolic layout of
temple to emphasis the sacredness, Yagovarman I
would spread his territory of religion and politics.
However, this is just one of the hypotheses that it is
not clear inscription location is equal to “d¢rama”
location. It is necessary to consider examples of
“agrama” inscriptions location and its temple
layout.

Groupe dé Neak Buos
© MCBA-EFEQ
Pinom Pexh, 2010

Fig. 1. Neak Buos Site Plan
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Other “acrama” inscriptions and its location

Similar to the word of “Yagodaragrama”, there are
some examples of “XX 4&acrama” in Khmer
inscriptions. For example, the word “Viragrama”
(Vir + agrama) is signified in Preah Vihear Temple
inscription. These “named agrama” have the name
of King, temple, or place in the previous word of
acrama. These inscriptions are widely figured from
several period inscriptions. I focused on the

intention of construction of “agrama™ and its

tendency of location in Khmer Empire. Refer to
“Inscription du Cambodge I-VIII”, I find out
“named agrama” examples. In inscriptions, we can
find a word “a¢rama” that not named, however it is
not selected in this study because of obScurity of its
location and intention. Also, like “Yagodaragrama”
inscriptions, there are some inscriptions of same
dating that show same contents and wording if
there is no word of “named acgrama”. It is difficult
to find same meaning inscription of same dating in
the present stage, it would be a prospect for future
study.

To see around 1000 pieces of inscriptions, I could
confirm 31 varieties of words including “agrama”
in 59 pieces of them. The following Table 1 is a list

of “named agrama” and its inscription number .

(follow to EFEO IK number). () means supposition
of “agrama” constructive period and location.
Interpreting “agrama” inscriptions, the existence of
“pandita” and “adhayapaka” who take role in
religious monks and teachers is confirmed.
Furthermore, some of them take the name "Vrah
Kamratan An" (higher monks) from King. Vat Phu
inscription K.366 shows evidence that King’s
relatives stayed in ‘“agrama” when they visited
there from the center, Angkor. Also, Neak Buos
inscription K. 349 records “agrama” building was
reconstructed in bricks that “agrama” is certain to
an existent building.

19 words of “agrama” were identified with real
temples and regions. Figure 2 shows supposed
location of “named agrama”. Some temple has 2 or
3 kinds of “agrama”. Neak Buos Temple and
Phnom Bayan Temple have “agrama” in other
period construction. Neak Buos has an inscription
of reconstruction. There is a possibility of same
building has another name in another period. Vat
Phu Temple and Phnom Sandak Temple have few
kinds of “named a¢rama” in same period, which is
considerable to compare temple components
layout. Around - Battamban area have many
inscriptions of “a¢rama” in Vat Ek Temple, Basaet
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Temple and so on. It is interesting Battamban has
an importance to establish “agrama” in each period
in this limited area. In reign of Jayavarman V]I,
there is a record of civil war in Battamban that
prince of Champa came for subjugation®.

Location tendency of “agrama” is significance by
layering King’s Road of Khmer Empire that
showed as gray line in the map above. Many
“acrama” situated along the King’s Road, also they
are almost plotted in the edge of territory.

Temple layout of “agrama” inscription discovered
mainly in vertically-oriented layout temple on
terraced slope. Similarity of temple components
layout, temple “annexed building®” would be
considered as “agrama” building. Preah Vihear
inscription K. 382 is graved on “annexed building”
wall and says this “annexed building” named
“Viragrama” was a present for “pandita” (a higher
monk). Many temples of “agrama” inscription have
“annexed building” beside of temple approach.
There are lots of “agrama” which could not clarify
its location. However, from location and temple
layout of “agrama”, it is considered “a¢rama”
would be situated on regional bases when King’s
relatives or higher priests visiting to rule the
Empire. Establishing them on the significance
mountaig, they become religious and political

centers, bases in that regional division. However,
regional bases of Khmer Empire shifted to complex

large-scale layout temple on the flat plain. I

consider this transition from chronological

tendency

Historical tendency and transition in the late
period

To analyze location of “agrama” in each period, I
confirmed  historical tendency of “agrama”

construction and its features. Each tendency of Pre
Angkor period and Angkor period is as follows.
Location tendency in Pre Angkor period

Pre Angkorian “agrama’ discovered in Sambor Prei
Kuk Temple and Kdei An Temple. Especially,
Sambor Prei Kuk Temple inscription says the word
“Iganapura” and Kdei An Temple inscription have:
the word “Adhayapura”. “Pura” means small
society like group of nations of Pre Angkor period’.
Tendency of location is toward south of Tonle Sap.
It is not clear “agrama” have established by
sovereign of each “pura”, there is still a possibility
each “pura” has “agrama”. |
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Name 1 inscripaion Mo, | Location [ Pariod | Date
Mangalicrama [K 148 (Sambos Pre Kuk?) T¥{+78CE
Budri¢raima K 54 Kdri An~Ba Phnom {1 533
Cresthigeama Fod4 Preah Kuha LuconlXEn B Angkorl B4
Carviprama K.Gi0 - VI{+ THCE
Kamvan [randsroms  |K.726 - . __VIN+TRCE
Yopodbarierams K95 {Battamban Yosovarman | KE9
Igvariigeama K 114 - (Ynsovarmann [) ]
Civigrama K.191 (Pr. Thim) Jayavarman IV 250, 232
Cirindrdcrama [B1RT Pliniom Bavan Javavarman IV 341
Mihegvarigrama JEC RS (Kompong Thom?) v ‘ 847
Rudrigramn |E_ L& - ? BT
Yagudbaricrama K5k - Yipovarinan | G54
Bgupaticrumia K342 - Yasovariman, | 453, 960
Civaparigroma JEEGE - ? ohG67
[¥idyacrama {674 Pr. Enhkasei {Sicm Reap) ? SHRNE
[¥idyhgrama K262 Pr. Bukiveel (8iem Benp) 7 BTIVOE4
Deviicraman K 381 {Ncak Buos) — .| Holendraverman | @g§
Ievarigrama BL244 - ? N(+78)CE
|Bedifumaindgrana K g5y - ? IXi+78)CE
Rajendedicrama |K 275 (Banteny Sreil Faremdravarman IXi+78)CE
Rudrigramna ) DT - ¥ X!+ THICE
Vaisnavigrnmn, K 148 - ? IX(3T78)CE
Bhadregvarigrame  [K701 Preals Theat Toek Chis Suiryavarmat | 1002
[Vidyagrana K8 : Surmvarman || 130ai0%e
Rijendriprama |B 814 {Battzmban) hJayavirmeerman] 1RO 0T

BV ST K.215 (Buatdambian) - Sairysivarmat [ LO0OG, 1046, 1007
Bugatiprama K216 - ? 1905, IX-X{+78CE
Saugaticroma i - ? 1005, [X-N(+78)CE
Virigroma K 20 . 2aryavarmaon [ LIS, [X,-Xi+T8)CE
Virdgriunsg |K 200 Maak Buiva Sairymvweman [ 1008, 1015, X(+TRICE
Virdcrima K 542 Proak Vibewr Suryavarnon [ __1R1E, IO8H,.,
Yogigvaragrann K _3B1 Battamban Survavarmaon [ 1027
Devvigrama K.21Z (Bamaelh Sriryvarnian [ 1036
Purviiciama K. 5 Baitamba Baurysvaermar [ 1056
Purvigrama K5 Bottamban Survavermon [ | 12
Vidysgrama K. 3a Bazxct Survavarmaon [ 1042, Xi+78)CE
Vidwdcrama K. 205 Buweul Surywvarman [ 1042, Xi+78CE
Virdgrima K 207 Neak Baive | Surywvarman [ 1046, 1Xi+78CE
Rudrigrama K353 - (Pre: Angkar) 1027
Civigrama K182 Survavarmaon | 1052
Rijodrigrams  [K235  [(Barsamban) _ : 1065
Devigrama K449 (Nakanrachasimna) Survavarman | 1087
Yogigvarigrama K191 Survavarmaon [ 1094
Tapasverndrigroms K 681 - (Survavarman 1) LBS25 7T
Maludburendciruna [K 150 Robun Rumeus WSuryavarman 1) IX-X(+T3CE
Maohidharendragrama |[K.132 Roban Romcngs (Survavarman It IX-X(+5&)CE.
Rudragramn K 150D ? IX-X(+7&CE
Rudrigrama K684 _ 2 EX-X(+78)CE
Purvagrama =~ K207 {Battumban (Suryavarman b | X{+T8ICE
Bhadregvaracraman K 258 Dhoronindravarman .‘1 m'.u‘
Bhadrecvuricrs ma K B52 Phnom Bavun Dhuruvnindravarmar LLa7
Nrpo:ndrz'iqmmu K_QSB th@m S'Alﬂ[{lk R leu;’rugurjdnqvurmun 1 1110
Vircndragrama K397 Phimai Dhara?/Surva lI? | 116811L0
Kalvana¢rama K42 FPhnom Chiscr Survavarman ] 1116
Virdgruma K. 194 Plinom Sandak ? j 115
Lingapuracramau K475 Vu1 Phu) Buryavarmun [ | ) L3R
Bhaveyvaragrama K 346 Vat Phu Survavarman [] J— TET
Purviigrama K.2np Buttumban Servuvarmun [] 1145
Vidyacrumu K 298 - “ XI<78)CE
Narcndragrama K. 485 (Javavarman VI XH(+T8)CE
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Table. 1. List of “named agrama”
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Fig. 2.. Location of “agrama”

Location tendency in Angkorperiod

In the reign of Suryavarman I, more than 10 kinds
of “agrama” are found from inscriptions. That was
a golden age of ““agrama” construction. Starting
from “Yagodaragrama” inscription, it expanded in
the northeast area of Empire under
Rajendravarman, but after the reign of
Suryavarman | construction of “agrama” became of
lower frequency. In the reign of Suryavarman I,
there were still some kinds of “agrama” but those
located in distant areas diminished and decreased to
only one inscription in the reign of Jayavarman VII
although it was the time of the largest territory in
Khmer history. Of course it may be interpreted that
“agrama” is not mentioned in inscriptions because
the need and importance of “agrama” had
disappeared by then. It is related to temple layout
of the time. In the later period, temples called
regional bases were developed with large-scale and
complicated components laid out as mentioned
before, and only Phimai Temple has an “agrama”
inscription. These are suggestion based on
inscription information but we may be able to
ascertain more from inspection in the future.

Significance and characteristics of “agrama”
Does system of “agrama” as a connection of the
center-region religiously and politically disappear
after the golden age in Suryavarman I? This system
slightly changed, however, continued until under
Suryavarman Il and then disappeared.

Construction of “Gite d’etape” is often referred in
the Preah Khan inscription as the greatest work of
Jayavarman VII. They were constructed along
some of the King’s Roads to connect regional
bases. It is considered as an innovative idea of
Jayavarman VII, although 1 belive it to be a
succession from the “agrama’ system.

Fig. 3. “Annexed building” in Preah Theat Chha
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Fig. 4. “Gite d’etape” of Banteay Chhmar

“Gite d'etape” is not only situated along the road,
but also constructed inside temple complexes. For
example, important regional bases of the latter
period that are Preah Khan de Kompong Svay
Temple, Banteay Chhmar Temple, and Beng
Ivlealea Temple have “Gite d’etape” in the
boundary of the temple complex, besides having
them on approach.

This layout is quite similar to the “annexed
building” of “agrama”, with a similar floor plan of
a rectangular room, predominance of openness to
south (and east), and sometimes a small Baray or
pond. There are also differences in plans and
constructive methods, which are components of
rooms, materials. “Gite d’etape” has a simple plan
with one room (sometimes composed of main room
and porch), compared with several rooms
sometimes encircled by walls in “a“rama”.

These similarities and differences meant that the
transition of “a”“rama” and temple location was
needed with the change of society as an innovative
system during the reign of Jayavarman VII. We
need to consider the background of social change in
examining architectural transitions.

Conclusion

Focused on temple layout and its location, it is
confirmed that “a<?rama” existed and developed as
a temple “annexed building” for religious and
political purposes in a royal, regional base. This
central-regional  reign  system would have
succeeded into a “Gite d’etape” or a hospital under
Jayavarman VII. The significance of “a”rama” was
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that it was a connection system between the centre
and the regions.

This study is based on “a research of Grants-in- Aids
for Scientific Research / Scientific Research (A)
“Scientific Research on Provincial Ancient Khmer
Cities and Temples > (delegate: Mizoguchi Akinori,
Meijo University) with Preah Vihear National
Authority + Meijo Univ. and Waseda Univ.
cooperative team. Our fieldwork was carried out in
collaboration with Preah Vihear National Authority”
and “JSPS Core-to-Core Program (B. Asia- Africa
Science Platforms) Establishment of the Networkfor
Safeguarding and Development of the Cultural
Heritage in the Mekong Basin Countries. ™’
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