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A cadem ic societies relevant to disaster management gathered and established Japan 
A cadem ic Network for Disaster Reduction in cooperation with Science Council o f  Japan 
(SCJ). W hen large, disasters occur, this network works as an em ergency contact network 
between academ ies, government and society. The network aims to promote interdisciplinary 
cooperation for disaster reduction and disaster restoration.

The Great East Japan Earthquake occurred on March 11, 2011. The effect o f  the earthquake 
exceeded expectations and current scientific lpiowledge and technology proved insufficient. 
After the Earthquake, members o f  the SCJ becam e founders and together with 24  academic 
societies (later 30) relevant to disaster m anagement established the “A cadem ic Society  
Liaison A ssociation Corresponding to the Great East Japan Earthquake” in M ay 2011.

A s the successor to this association, w e established on January 9th, 2016, the “Japan 
A cadem ic N etw ork for Disaster Reduction” in w hich 47  academ ic societies participated. This 
network targets not only earthquakes but also natural disasters in general. W ith global climate 

change, there has been a tendency for disasters to occur more frequently and severely in the 
world.

For the prevention and m itigation o f  disasters, many research fields are involved, such as 
earth observation, m eteorology, earthquake, tsunami, oceanography, engineering, history, 
disaster prevention planning and em ergency m edical care. In the academ ic world, 
specialization has progressed and integration has weakened. For protecting p eop le’s lives  

and the land from natural disasters, w e need a com prehensive platform beyond the 
boundaries. The network aims to deepen mutual understanding across different expertise.

W e present the activities and members o f  this network and appeal that experience and 
know ledge learnt from natural disasters should be w idely  applied to reduce the effects o f  all 
disasters worldwide. W e em phasize the importance o f  collaborating across academ ies and 

discussing the direction for the future beyond the areas o f  different expertise.

References:

1. Masako Yoneda, Akira Wada, Teruhiko Yoda, Kazuo Tamura, Yasushi Asami and Kimiro 
Meguro, Global sharing of the findings from the past great earthquake disasters in Japan, 15th 
Science Council o f Asia Conference and International Symposium, P23-28, May 15 2015, Siem 
Reap.

2. Masako Yoneda, Akira Wada, Teruhiko Yoda, Kazuo Tamura, Yasushi Asami and Kimiro 
Meguro, Joint statement and Cooperation of 30 disaster-related academic societies of Japan, 
World Engineering Conference and Convention 2015, Track 8-3, December 2 2015, Kyoto

288


