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Future Earth Korea (FEK): history, current status and future plan

The National A cadem y o f  Sciences (N A S), ROK, w hich is the national member o f  ICSU in 
Korea, is the only official w indow  to the International Science Council in Korea. 
Accordingly, N A S was supposed to promote or initiate Future Earth in Korea. H ow ever it 
was not until July 2015 when the President o f  N A S requested the author and the Korean 
A cadem y o f  Science and Technology (K AST) to initiate Future Earth in Korea. Im mediately  
I submitted a short proposal for Future Earth Korea (FEK) program to the K A ST and the 
Ministry o f  Science, ICT and Future Planning (MSEP), ROK. The K A ST, founded in 1994, is 
the academy o f  sciences in Korea with nearly five hundreds elected fellow s from natural 
science, engineering, m edical science, agricultural and fishery sciences, and science policy. 
The A cadem y works closely  with the Ministry (M SIP) in science policies o f  the government 
and urgent scientific issues o f  the society.

Prof. M yung Cheol Lee, next president elect o f  the K A ST then, m ade a strong drive for the 
promotion o f  Future Earth Korea, as one o f  his major agenda during his 3 -year term o f  
presidency that began on March 1st 2016. He requested and m anaged the M inistry to support 
FEK financially. W ith the full support o f  the K AST and the Ministry, w e could publish a 

guide book o f  Future Earth in Korean, pp. 115, in March 2016, and convene an International 
Sym posium  on Future Earth and Inauguration o f  FEK National Comm ittee (NC) on April 
25th 2016.

At present about 25 members o f  FEK N C  are appointed for a term o f  one year. They consist 
o f  two categories: 1) researchers such as atmospheric scientists, oceanographer, geologist, 
ecologist, life scientist, m edical scientist, forestry scientist, energy and water engineers, and 
social scientists o f  green econom y, 2) societal stakeholders such as governm ent agencies, 
NG O s, priest and journalists (reporters). W e need to invite more N C  members, especially  
from education, business and industries.

W e plan to have monthly FEK co-plan workshop in order to draw FEK strategic research 

agenda for Korea and A sia at the end o f  2016, w hich w ill be transferred to the 
M inistry/govem m ent for research funding next year.
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