
SCA-16, Colombo, Sri Lanka

Future Earth: for Sustainable Development in Asia

M. Nordin Hasana, Fumiko Kasugab, Hein M alleec, S-C. Y oond and S-C. Candice Lung6

aICSU Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific; bFuture Earth Secretariat,Global Hub Tokyo; 
cFutureEarth Secretariat, Regional Center Kyoto; ^The Korean Academy of Science and Technology,

eAcademia Sinica

Future Earth is a global research platform aiming to provide integrated know ledge to support 
transformations to a sustainable world, by collaboration across scientific disciplines and by  
active interaction with and engagem ent o f  social partners. The main them es o f  Future Earth 
are Dynam ic Planet, Global Sustainable D evelopm ent and Transformations towards 

Sustainability.

In Global Environmental Change (GEC) programmes on earth observation, environmental 
monitoring and analysis o f  human societies, current and predicted situation o f  the Earth have 
been demonstrated. Future Earth, which is carrying over supporting roles for those activities, 
has identified 8 major challenges for global sustainability to be tacked by year 2025 as Future 
Earth V isions.T hese include, in brief, Food-W ater-Energy N exus, Decarbonization, Natural 
A ssets, Healthy Cities, Rural Sustainability, Health under Clim ate Change, Sustainable 
Consumption and Production, and Governance System s for Social R esilience.

At the past Science Council o f  A sia Conferences, Future Earth has been taken up as major 
topics. In 2013, at the 13th Conference in Bangkok, Thailand, there was a panel discussion on 
Future Earth. In 2014, the theme o f  the 14th Conference in Kuala Lumpur, M alaysia, was 
Future Earth: Research for Global Sustainability anda H olistic Understanding o f  Sustainable 
D evelopm ent in Asia. At those occasions, participants were discussing actively on how  to 
promote Future Earth in A sia and on the roles o f  science and scientists for sustainable 
developm ent in A sia through contributing to Future Earth.

In M ay 2015, the Future Earth permanent Secretariat started/com menced its full operation. 
One o f 5 Global Hubs and one o f 4  Regional Centers are located in Asia. In Novem ber, 
Future Earth major m eetings o f Science and Engagem ent Com m ittees and the Governing 
Council were held in Tokyo, Japan, together with several public events in Tokyo and 
inKyoto. In the Tokyo meeting, Future Earth research and im plem entation plan was outlined  
and the initial set o f  K now ledge-A ction-N etworks (K A N s) was identified to serve as 
platforms for promoting research and stakeholder engagem ent.During this period, the Asian  
Regional A dvisory Com m ittee (RAC) was established. The contribution o f  Future Earth to 
Sustainable D evelopm ent Goals was one o f  major topics o f  the year.

In this Session, recent topics related to Future Earth w ill be introduced by the Secretariat, the 
Asian challenges and perspectives o f  Future Earth w ill be discussed by RAC members, and 
research exam ples w ill be presented by Core Projects members in A sian countries. In-depth 
dialog and suggestions are expected to be exchanged with the participants for better 
understanding on Future Earth, on its benefits to A sia and how  scientists from the region can 
contribute towards developing Future Earth as a thriving research com m unity in Asia.
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