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MESSAGE

Sri Lanka is endowed with a wide variety of ecosystems and habitats and many species of flora 
and fauna. It is one of the most biologically diverse countries in Asia. Despite its small size of 
6.57 million hectares, Sri Lanka has a varied climate and topography, which has resulted in rich 
biodiversity, distributed within a wide range of ecosystems. In fact conservation of these resources 
has been an integral part of Sri Lanka’s ancient civilization as stated in ancient chronicles such 
as the Mahawamsa (The great historical chronicle o f Ceylon (Sri Lanka) composed in the late 
5th or early 6th century). King Devanampiyatissa established one of the world’s earliest wildlife 
sanctuaries during 247 to 207 BC in the period of advent of Buddhism to the country, a philosophy 
that respects all forms of life.

The Fifth National Report to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) provided a unique 
opportunity to assess the progress made on the implementation of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) and related conventions. While the country has made a significant progress 
towards implementation of our biodiversity conservation programs, the problems such as the 
institutional and capacity issues, the lack of human and financial resources etc, were also identified 
from the process of Fifth National Report. The report not only provides an opportunity to share 
experiences with in Sri Lanka, it also provides us a great opportunity to share our experiences with 
the rest of the world.

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and other related conventions have greatly influenced 
the policies, action plans and programmes in Sri Lanka. Therefore, the need for conserving the 
country’s biodiversity and sensitive ecosystems is recognized in national planning, and is reflected 
in the key national policies such as Mahinda Chlntana (the framework for national policy), National 
Environmental Policy and Strategies, the Action Plan for the Haritha (Green) Lanka Programme etc. 
The required institutional and policy framework, large number of supporting legislation have been 
developed as a mechanism for maintaining of biodiversity conservation in to sectoral and cross 
sectoral strategies, plans and programs in Sri Lanka.

I am happy to note that Fifth National Report has been prepared following a consultative process 
involving a very wide range of stakeholders, and wish to thank all those who were involved in this 
task. The financial support provided by the Global Environment Facility through UNDP, Sri Lanka 
is also gratefully acknowledged. The Government of Sri Lanka remains committed to promoting 
the conservation and sustainable use of county’s biodiversity for the benefit of present and future 
generations.

Susil Premajayantha MP
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FOREWORD

Sri Lanka has signed the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in June 1992, and ratified in 
March 1994. Sri Lanka prepared a comprehensive Biodiversity Conservation Action Plan (BCAP) 
in order to fulfill the obligations under Article 6 of the CBD and Cabinet approval for the Action 
Plan was granted to it in 1998. The National Biodiversity Conservation Action Plan comprises the 
concrete actions to be taken to achieve the objectives of the Convention. This document was 
updated later, with the publication of an Addendum in 2007.

The Article 26 of the Convention on Biological Diversity requires parties to the Convention, at 
intervals determined by the Conference of the Parties (COP), prepare and present to the COP, 
reports on measures which the country has taken for the implementation of the provisions of 
the Convention, and their effectiveness in meeting the objectives of the Convention. In order to 
fulfill this obligation, Sri Lanka has submitted its national reports periodically to the Conference of 
Parties (COP).

Accordingly, Sri Lanka’s Fifth National Report was prepared by the Ministry of Environment and 
Renewable Energy, and I am glad to present the report to the Secretariat of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity. The report preparation process involved wide stakeholder consultations 
comprising of Government ministries, departments, agencies, NGOs, private sector and other 
relevant stakeholders. The preparation of Fifth National Report to the CBD not only provided an 
opportunity to review the national implementation of the Convention, it provided an opening to 
assess the progress towards the implementation of the Biodiversity Conservation Action Plan 
(BCAP) and its addendum. Furthermore, it was an opportunity to assess the progress towards 
meeting the Aichi Biodiversity Targets.

However, the process of preparation of the Fifth National Report provided a great opportunity 
review the enormous achievements we have made towards the conservation of biodiversity in 
Sri Lanka, and at the same time it provided an opportunity to identify the institutional and policy 
weakness in our system which acts as barriers for more effective conservation of biodiversity in 
the country. The report highlights the progress achieved towards implementation of the BCAP, its 
addendum and progress towards meeting the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. The report also discusses 
ecosystem services, threats and issues faced by the biodiversity sector in Sri Lanka.

Preparation of the report to a great extent assisted by the Technical Working Group (TWG),
National Steering Committee (NSC) and several individual experts who provided very valuable 
information. I am thankful to all of them for their valuable inputs. My special appreciation is 
extended to Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) country office in Colombo, for providing funds which made it possible for the Ministry to 
prepare the Fifth National Report to the Convention on Biological diversity.

B.M.U.D Basnayake
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