
SRI LANKA’S FIFTH NATIONAL REPORT TO THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY, 2014

List of Abbreviations v
List of Tables vii
List of Boxes viii
List of Figures viii
Acknowledgements " ix
Message x
Foreword xi
Executive Summary xii

Part 1 :
An update on biodiversity status, trends and threats, 
and implications for human well being
1. 1 Introduction

1.1.1 Sri Lanka’s exceptional biodiversity: ecosystems 
and species: update

1.1.2 What this report contains
1.2 National and global Importance of Sri Lanka’s biodiversity

1.2.1 Insight into the earth’s evolutionary past
1.2.2 Exceptional diversity, endemism and relict species
1.2.3 Ecosystems of global importance
1.2.4 Role of biodiversity for provision of ecosystem services

1.2.4.1. Examples of economically important 
ecosystem services
- Tourism sector
- Agriculture sector
- Fisheries sector
- Energy sector
- Water sector
- Health sector
- Bio-prospecting, bio-mimicry and natural 

product development
1.3 Current status, major changes and trends in the biodiversity

1.3.1 Trends in Protected Areas
1.3.2 Trends in Forest Systems

1.3.2.1 Natural forests
1.3.2.2 Forest Plantations
1.3.2.3 Grasslands

1.3.3 Trends in Non-Forest tree resources
1.3.4 Trends in Wetlands
1.3.5 Trends in Coastal and Marine systems

2
2

2
3
3
3
4
7
8

14
14
15 
18
19
20 
20

21
22
22
24
24
26
26
26
27
28

IV



1.4

1.5

1.6

1.3.5.1 Coral reefs 28
1.3.5.2 Mangroves and Salt Marshes 28
1.3.5.3 Seagrass beds , 28
1.3.5.4 Lagoons and Estuaries 29
1.3.5.5 Sustainability of the Coastal and

Marine Biodiversity 29
1.3.5.6 Positive action taken to conserve coastal

and marine biodiversity 29
1.3.6 Trends in Agricultural systems and livestock breeding 30

1.3.6.1 Agricultural systems 30
1.3.6.2 Livestock Sector 31

Major threats to biodiversity in the country 32
1.4.1 Threats to terrestrial wild species 35
1.4.2 Threats to wild relatives of crops . 36
Impacts of change in biodiversity for ecosystem services 37
1.5.1 Impacts of habitat loss, fragmentation and degradation 37
1.5.2 Impacts of pollution 38
1.5.3 Impact of over exploitation of biological resources 38
1.5.4 Impact of the spread of Invasive Alien Species (IAS) 39
1.5.5 Escalation of human-wildlife conflict 39
1.5.6 Reduced potential for crop enhancement and

bio-prospecting 40
Possible future changes in biodiversity and their impacts 40

o •

Part 2:
The National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan,
Its implementation and the mainstreaming of biodiversity 44
2.1 Introduction 44

2.1.1 Thematic programs and cross-cutting issues
established by the CBD 44

2.1.2 National Goal and Broad Objectives of
Biodiversity Conservation 45

2.2 The biodiversity targets set by Sri Lanka 46
2.3 Updating the NBSAP to incorporate targets 47
2.4 Actions taken to implement the convention since Fourth NR 47
2.5 Effectiveness of mainstreaming biodiversity 68

2.51 Projects and programs 69
2.5.2 Other significant institutional programmes 71
2.5.3 Mobilize stakeholders 72
2.5.4 Further improvements 72

V



SRI LANKA’S FIFTH NATIONAL REPORT TO THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY, 2014

Progress of implementation of the NBSAP 72

2.6.1 Implementation of Recommended Actions 
under the BCAP thematic areas 73
2.6.1.1 Progress Related to “Forests” 73
2.6.1.2 Progress related to “Wetlands” 73
2.6.1.3 Progress related to 

“Coastal and Marine Systems” 74
2.6.1.4 Progress related to “Agricultural Systems” 74
2.6.1.5 Breakdown on level of achievement of 

BCAP recommended actions 74
2.6.2 Implementation of Priority Recommendations 

in the Addendum 75
/!■

Part 3 :
Progress towards the 2020 Aichi Biodiversity Targets and
Contributions to the relevant Millennium Development Goals 78
3.1 Introduction 78
3.2 Progress towards the implementation of the Strategic 

Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and its
Aichi Biodiversity Targets 78
3.2.1 Strategic Goal A: Address the causes of

biodiversity loss 79
3.2.2 Strategic Goal B: Reduce the pressures on biodiversity 83
3.2.3 Strategic Goal C: Improve the status of biodiversity 90
3.2.4 Strategic Goal D: Enhance the benefits to all from

biodiversity 94
3.2.5 Strategic Goal E: Enhance implementation

through participatory approaches 96
3.3 The contribution of actions to implement the 

convention towards the Achievement of the relevant
targets of the MDGs in Sri Lanka 104

3.4 Lessons learned from the implementation of CBD in Sri Lanka 106

Appendices:
Appendix I: Information concerning the reporting Party and

preparation of the fifth national report 107
Appendix II: Further sources of information 113

Annexes:
Annex 1: Detailed case studies of the Central Highlands World Heritage Site 120
Annex 2: Impacts of actions implemented for prevention/mitigation of threats 122


