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Economical lifespan of the rubber tree is about 24 years and each tapping panel is 
estimated to be tapped for six years. However, tapping in a panel, in most of the 
rubber lands, is completed within about four years at present. There are two main 
reasons for this situation; one is the high intensity of tapping while the other is 
excessive bark consumption rate. As a result of those two reasons, there is limited 
time to bark renewal of a panel tapped previously, and therefore the yield of renewed 
panels will be low due to incomplete bark renewal. This will result in a drastic 
reduction in productivity of rubber lands affecting economy of the country in the long 
run. Therefore, tapping at correct intensities and controlling bark consumption rates 
are prime important in sustenance of the rubber industry in Sri Lanka.

Use of latex stimulants

Latex stimulants, commercially named as Etheral, Ethephone, Ethephone-Plus etc. are 
only to be used if there is a shortage of latex harvesters to practice harvesting 
techniques without stimulants that have been recommended. The other impprtant 
thing is that tapping intensities should be reduced when yield stimulants are used for 
rubber. Tapping of a clone tapped at every other day (d2) should be converted to once 
in three (d3) or four (d4) days if trees are stimulated, in order to minimize the stress 
caused by stimulation. . In addition, concentration, quantity and frequency of 
application of stimulants are vital to be done as recommended; because if over 
stimulated, yields will be gradually decreased in long-term due to increase in tapping 
panel dryness. Therefore, we should keep in mind that use of yield stimulants is not 
to obtain high yields but to achieve the potential yield with lesser number of 
tappings per year.

Remedies to overcome tapping panel dryness

The saying ‘prevention is better than cure’ is applicable to the TPD of rubber too. In 
order to prevent or minimize the situation of TPD, attention should be paid from the 
beginning of planting, i.e. land selection, quality of planting material, better 
agronomic practices, accurate harvesting techniques etc. as previously reported in 
detail (Senevirathna, et al, 2007, Senevirathna, 2007).

During the periods when rubber prices are attractive, attempts taken to harvest 
possible yields from TPD affected trees too are appreciable; and also, if TPD affected 
trees can be recovered, it will increase the revenue of the land owner and also the 
economy of the country as a whole. With increase of rubber prices, ‘chemicals said to 
recover TPD while increasing the yield’ are introduced to the market and attempts are 
taken to popularize these among growers. However, chemical names or the active 
ingredients of those chemicals are not known since they are introduced with different
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