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Guide to Authors

General Guidelines

Original research papers or review  articles pertain ing to 
any aspect of the g eo scien ces in Sri Lanka o r e lsew here  
are w elcom e. How ever, p reference will be given to 
papers dealing d irectly w ith Sri Lanka and those w ith an 
international interest w ith relevance to  Sri Lanka.

M anuscript (three copies) should  be addressed  to  the  
Editors, G eological So ciety  of Sri Lanka, c/o D epartm ent 
of G eology, U niversity o f Peradeniya, Peradeniya, Sri 

Lanka.

Papers are accepted on the un d erstan d in g that they  
have not been subm itted or published elsew here.

If extra w ork on the m anuscript is needed (such as 
figure redrafting) it will be ch arged  to the auth o r's at 
cost.

The  average length fo r papers, includ ing references and  
text figures, should not exceed fifteen printed papers.

Papers will be refereed by at least tw o referees.

A uthors should carefully  fo llow  the form at used in a 
previous issue.

Text

Three com plete  co p ies of text, tab les, figure  captions, 
photocopies of figures and one se t o f original 
photographs should  be subm itted, preferably by 
registered post. -

Typ escrip t m ust be accurate  and in final fo rm at  
because corrections in p ro o f stage are costly. A dditions  
at proof stage will not be allow ed.

Typ escrip t should be double spaced, preferably on A4  
paper and w ith a 2.5 cm  m argin on each side.

Papers should be arranged as fo llow s: Title : brie f and  
specific, fo llow ed by nam e(s) and ad dress(es) o f a u th ­
o r s )  including the em ail add ress o f th e  corresp o n d in g  
author. A b s tr a c t : this m ust be intelligible w ithout 
reference to  the paper, and not m ore than 200 w ords. 
It should not be a m ere recital o f the  su b jects covered, 
but should be a co ndensation  o f the  new  inform ation  
and interpretations in the paper. References should  not 
be included. M a in  b o d y  o f  p a p e r:  subdivided into 1st, 
2nd, 3rd and 4 th o rd er headings. All pages should be 
paginated and bear the nam e of the author(s). 
A c k n o w le d g m e n ts : if any, to  fo llow  the m ain text. 
T a b le s: each typed on a separate  sheet o f paper. 
Captions: should  be typed, double spaced , as a 
separate  list and paginated  separately. All illustrations  
are called 'figures' and referred to as "Fig." in caption  
and "Figure" in text, e xcept w hen in parenthesis.

R e fe re n c e s :  list all re fe re n ce s cited  in full w ith o u t  
ab b reviations, and in a lp h ab etica l o rder. R e fe ren ce s in 
th e  text sh o u ld  be by nam e fo llo w ed  by y e a r of  
publication; if m ore than one au th o r use 'et a l.,"  
(fo llow  fo rm at o f a p revious issue o r co n tact editors).

Illustrations

Th e  m axim um  printed size o f illu stratio n s is 
ap p ro xim ate ly  1 70x230 m m  (full page) o r 8 5x 230 m m  
(co lum n w idth).

O rig inals should  be in b lack ink on go o d  qu ality  tracin g  
m ed iu m  or w h ite  board. All d raw in gs sh o u ld  co n ta in  a 
m etric bar scale . Lettering sh o u ld  be m in im um  o f 2 m m  
h eight after red u cin g, so should  be large e no u gh  in 
o rig in als to stand reductions.

C ap tio n s should  not be w ritten  on th e  figu res, and all 
em p ty  sp ace  sh o u ld , as far as possib le  be e lim inated .

In m aps, north point and, w h e re  p ossib le , co o rd in ate s  
o f latitude and longitude should  be m arked.

Large  folded figu res and m aps will be accep ted  only  
after con su ltatio n  w ith  the Editors: au th o rs m ay have  
to b ear the co st o f such  folded insertions.

P h o to grap h s sh o u ld  be sharp, g lo ssy  prints, w ith  go o d  
co n trast, and contain  som e form  o f scale . All 
p h o to m icro grap h s should  contain  a m etric bar scale.

S ep arate  parts o f  a single  figure  should  be labeled  a, b, 
c, etc. and so referred  to  in text and captions.

N am e(s) or auth o r(s) and figu re  n um bers should  be  
w ritten on top, righ t-h an d  co rn e r o f line draw in gs, and  
on backs of p h o to grap h s on stick-on  labels. W h ere  
a m b igu o u s, to p s of figu res and p h o to grap h s should  be  
ind icated  by an arro w  sh o w in g  'top'.

References

All p u b licatio n s cited in the text sh o u ld  be presen ted  in 
a list o f re fe re n ces fo llo w in g th e  text o f th e  m an u scrip t. 
R e feren ce  citation  by the n u m b e r system  is not 
a ccep tab le. T h e  m an u scrip t should  be carefu lly  
ch ecked  to  e nsu re  th at the sp e llin g  of au th o rs’ nam es  
and d ate s are  exactly  the sam e in the text as in the  
referen ce  list.

In the text refer to th e  au th o r's  nam e (w ithout initial) 
and year of p u blication, fo llow ed - if n ece ssary  by a 

sh o rt reference  to ap p ro priate  pages. Exam ples: "Since  
Co o ray (1996) has show n t h a t ..." "This is in ag ree m e n t  
w ith results obtained  later (Kro n e r et al., 1998, pp. 12- 
16)". If reference  is m ade in the text to  a publication  
w ritten by m o re  than  tw o au thors th e  nam e o f the first 
a u th o r should  be used fo llow ed by "et al."
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R e feren ce  citations in the text should  be arranged  
ch ro n o lo gica lly . Th is list o f re feren ces should  be  
a rran ge d  a lp h ab etica lly  on authors' nam es, and  
ch ro n o lo g ica lly  p er author. If an auth o r's nam e in the  
list is also  m entioned w ith co -au th o rs the follow ing  
o rd e r sh o u ld  be used: p u b licatio n s o f the  sin gle  author, 
a rran ge d  acco rd in g  to publication  d ates - publications  
o f th e  sam e  a u th o r w ith  one co -a u th o r - p u b licatio n s of 
the a u th o r w ith m o re  than  one co -au th o r. Publications  
by the sam e auth o r(s) in th e  sam e year sh o u ld  be listed  
as 1999a, 1999b, etc.

U se  the fo llow ing system  fo r arran gin g yo u r referen ces  
(refer a rece n t issue of th e  jo u rn a l if n ecessary):

a) Fo r perio d ica ls
D issan ayake, C.B. and C h andrajith , R. (1999) M edical 
g e o ch e m istry  o f tro p ica l e nviro n m e n ts. Earth  Science  
Review s, 47: 219-258.

b) For e d ite d  sym p o sia , sp ecia l issues, etc., published  
in a p erio d ica l

Ju h a sz, A., Sm ith, E. and N aidu, R. (2003) Estim ation  o f  
h u m an  availab ility  o f a rse n ic  in co n ta m in ate d  soils. In 
Proc. Sth N a tio n a l W o rksh o p  on the A ssessm e nt o f site  
C o n ta m in a tio n . A. Langley and G ilbey, M. and Kennedy, 
B. (eds.) N ational En viro n m en tal Protection  C ouncil 
S e r-v ice  C o rp o ra tio n , pp 183-194.

c) Fo r b o o ks
Fe rgu sso n , J.E. (1 9 90) Th e  H eavy e lem en ts. C hem istry, 
En viro n m en ta l Im p act and H ealth. Pergam on, O xford. 
61 4  pp.

d) Fo r m u lti-a u th o r books
D issan ayake, C.B. (198 4 ) En viro n m en tal g eo ch e m istry  

and its im p act on hum ans. In Eco lo gy  and B io geo grap h y  
o f Sri Lanka, Fe rn an -do , C.H. (ed.) M o n o grap h iae  
B io lo gicae , Ju n k  Pu b lish ers, T h e  N eth erlan d s, pp 65-97.

e) For T e ch n ica l Reports
Fo rd yce , F., Jo h n so n , C .C., N avaratne, U .R.B. A ppleton, 
J.D . and D issanayake, C.B. (1998) Studies of se len iu m  
g e o ch e m istry  and d istribu tio n  in relation  to  iodine  

d e fic ie n cy  d iso rd ers in Sri Lanka. Te ch . Report. 
W C /98/28, O verse a s G e o l-o g y  Series BG S-U K.

A b b re v ia te  th e  titles o f perio d ica ls m en tio n ed  in the list 
o f re fe re n ce s, a cco rd in g  to the Intern atio n al List of 

P erio d ica l T itle  W o rd  A b b reviatio n s.

In the ca se  o f p u b licatio n s in any language  o th e r than  
En glish , the  o rig inal title is to  be reta ined. H ow ever, the

titles o f publications in non-Latin  alphabets should be 
tran sliterated, and a notation such as "(in Sinhala)" or 
"(in Jap an ese, w ith English abstract)" should be added.

W ork accepted  for publication but not yet published  
sh o u ld  be referred  to as "in press".

R eferen ces co n cern in g  unpublished data and "personal 
com m u n icatio n s" should  not be cited in the reference  
list but m ay be m entioned in the text.

For a w eb based source, provide the nam e(s) of the  
au thor(s), the title o f the report or article, the com plete  
w e b  ad d ress and the m onth and year the site w as 
visited  fo r the cited inform ation.

Tables

Tab le s should  be typed on separate sheets, not 
n ece ssarily  using double  spacing.

T h e y  should  be designed to go  across single or double  
co lu m n  w idth of the Journal. Units should be given  
o n ce  at head o f table, and tables should  be enclosed  
w ithin  rules.

Submission of electronic files

Th e  authors are  req u ested  to  subm it the final text on a 
CD, along w ith a hard copy, for sp eed y p rocessing of 
the paper fo r publication. The text should  be prepared  
on PC co m p atib le  com puters preferably w ith  a recent 
W in d o w s version of M icrosoft W ord o r W ord Perfect. 
T h e  au thors should  inquire from  the Ed itors if they w ish  
to use  o th e r w ord  pro cessin g program m es and/or a 
d iffe ren t type o f co m p u ter giving the nam e and version  

of the pro gram m e and type o f com puter. M ain text, list 
of referen ces, tab le  and figure  legends should  be  
stored  in sep arate  text files on the d iskettes clearly  
in d icatin g  the file nam es.

Offprints and Copyright

Te n  co p ies of each paper w ill be provided to authors  
free  of charge. A dditional copies m ay be ordered by 
in fo rm in g the Ed itors w hen su b m ittin g the final, 
revised m anuscript.

It is the  responsib ility  o f authors to ensure  that 
perm issio n  is gran ted  for reproduction  of any copyright 
m aterial, and th at this perm ission is acknow ledged in 

th e ir papers.
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