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APPRECIATION

Dr. J.W. Herath is an eminent geologist, a founder member and a
former president of the Geological Society of Sri Lanka and a recipient of the
prestigious Ananda Coomaraswamy Medal. His work on the mineral resources
of Sri Lanka, particularly on clay minerals, has helped uplift Sri Lankan
mineral industry. Therefore, in appreciation of Dr. Herath’s remarkable
contribution to the geological community and the mineral sector of Sri
Lanka, this 17" volume of the Journal of Geological Society of Sri Lanka is
dedicated to felicitate Dr. J.W. Herath.

Let his outstanding career be a guiding light to every aspiring geologist!

Prof. Nalin Ratnayake/Dr. C.H.E.R. Siriwardana
GSSL Joint Editors



THE GEOSCIENTIST PAR EXCELLENCE

Dr. J.W. Herath

Meewakkala Mudiyanselage Jinadasa Willehad (Willie)
Herath, was born on November 8" 1927 at Uda
Hewaheta in the Nuwara Eliya District. He had his
early education at St. Anthony's College, Kandy and
then proceeded to the University of Banaras in North
India where he gained a B.Sc. Degree with Chemistry,
Geography and Geology in 1952. He then went to the
University of Adelaide, South Australia, where he
obtained B.Sc. Hons. Degree in Geology in 1955, with a
Second Class Upper Division. He also worked on the
Ceramic raw materials of Sri Lanka at the Building
Research Division of the CSIRO Melbourne and
obtained the MSc. for that work.

Mr. Herath joined the Geological Survey Department
(then the Department of Mineralogy) in 1956, and
worked as a Geologist in areas of Regional Mapping
(mapped 3000 sg. miles of Precambrian Terrain),
mineral prospecting and exploration, water supply
investigations and engineering geology. He was
appointed as Head of the Ceramic Testing Laboratory
of the Survey which at that time serviced the entire
ceramic industry of the island. He then completed
studies leading to the Ph.D. in Applied Science (Silicate
Technology) at the Leeds University (UK) on a
Colombo Plan Scholarship and in 1975 he was
appointed the Director of the Geological Survey
Department.

During the period 1971-1976 he was closely
associated with the setting up of the following ceramic
factories operated by the Ceylon Ceramic Corporation,
Lanka Ceramic Ltd.,, Hungama Lime Plant,
Meetiyagoda Kaolin Refinery, Boralesgamuwa Kaolin
Refinery, Ball Clay Plant at Dediyawela, Quartz,
Feldspar-Dolomite Mines, Lanka Porcelain Ltd., Lanka
Walltiles PLC., Lanka Refractories Ltd. and eight State-
of-the-art Brick and Tile Factories at Bangadeniya,
Bingiriya, Elayapaththuwa, Eragama, Mahiyangana,
Uswewa, Weuda and Yatiyana. During his tenure as
Director, he launched the Accelerated Mapping
Programme enabling the long awaited completion of
geological mapping of the entire country at 1 inch to 1
mile (1:63,360) scale for the first time.

In the latter part of 1976 Dr. Herath was selected to
function as Director and Commonwealth Geological
Liaison Officer of the Commonwealth Secretariat in
London where he headed the Commonwealth
Committee on Mineral Resources and Geology to
promote collaboration and interchange of information
on mineral resources gaining first-hand information on
the work programmes of 30 Commonwealth
countries. In 1978 he returned to Sri Lanka and joined

the Ministry of Industries and Scientific Affairs as
Director Scientific Affairs and was responsible for the
work of six scientific organizations, namely, Geological
Survey Department (GSD), Ceylon Ceramics
Corporation (CCC), Sri Lanka Cement Corporation
(SLCC), Atomic Energy Authority (AEA), National
Aquatic Resources, Research and Development
Agency (NARA), and Lanka Phosphate Limited {LPL).

In recognition of his unparalleled expertise also as a
Ceramist, Dr. Herath was appointed as Director of
Ceramic Research and Development Centre (CRDC) at
Piliyandala by the UNIDO for the period 1986 to 1989.

He was appointed as Coordinator of the
Oceanographic Unit at the National Aquatic Resources
Agency (NARA) from 1982 — 1985. On completion of
the assignment, he reverted back to his field of
specialization that involved in the surveys of ceramic
raw materials and the testing of non - metallic
minerals for the mineral - based industries of Sri
Lanka.

From 1990 to 1991 he served as consultant to the
Ceramic Research and Development Centre (CRDC)
and as National Consultant to the Mineral Sector of
the Ministry of Industries, Science & Technology and
thereafter as Technical Director of the Ministry of
Minerals & Mineral Based Industries until end 1994.

In addition to these important posts, he served at
various times as Director of the Ceylon Ceramics
Corporation, the State Mining and Mineral
Development Corporation, Lanka Wall Tiles Ltd, the
Oils and Fats Corporation, as Technical Adviser at
Lanka Porcelain Ltd.,, as a Board Member of the
Natural Resources, Energy and Science Authority
(NARESA) - now the National Science Foundation
(NSF) — and National Aquatic Resources, Research and
Development Agency (NARA).

He has also been a visiting Lecturer at the Department
of Geology, Peradeniya University, at the Minerals
Engineering Dept. University of Moratuwa, Katubedda
and at the Chemistry Department, Sri
Jayewardenepura University.

Dr. Herath has an impressive list of publications, that
include 39 research papers published in national and
tnternational journals and 17 books, among which the
following have become standard reference works
among Sri Lankan Geologists. These are; "The
Industrial Clays of Sri Lanka-(1973), “The Mineral
Resources of Sri Lanka" (1980), “Economic Bulletins”



Nos. 1 and 2 published by the Geological Survey
Department and “Economic Geology of Sri Lanka”
published by NARESA (now NSF).

A striking feature of his professional career is its wide
scope ranging from geological mapping through
mineral exploration to the highest echelons of
administration and consultancy.

Dr. Herath is a Life Member and the third (1985)
President of the Geological Society of Sri Lanka. His
impressive singular contribution made to the
evaluation, research and development of the
industrial minerals of Sri Lanka, most notably in the
field of ceramic minerals will no doubt remain

unrivaled as is proven by the standing and reputation
earned by Sri Lanka’s ceramics industry being one of
the best in the world. That he has done so much and
achieved so much with such modesty with absence of

pride is indeed an example to us all of what a true and
sincere scientist should be.

In recognition of his above mentioned hitherto
unrivaled accomplishments and the vital contribution
to advancement of Sri Lanka’s geological knowledge
by way of completing geological mapping of the entire
country at 1:63,360 scale as well as his eminent
standing, Dr. Herath was awarded the prestigious
Ananda Coomaraswamy Medal in 1993.

Nimal Ranasinghe
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CURRICULUM VITAE OF Dr. M.M.J.W. HERATH

B.Sc. (BHU), B.Sc. (Adelaide), PhD (Leeds)
A.l.Ceram, M.I.M.M., C.ENG (UK)

CONSULTING GEOLOGIST
CERAMIST (MINERAL BASED INDUSTRIAL SECTOR)

1. EMPLOYMENT/APPOINTMENT/INVITATION RECORD

1956 - 1975 Geologist - Geological Survey Department
1975 - 1976 Director - Geological Survey Department
1976 - 1978 Director and Commonwealth Geological Liaison Officer-Commonwealth

Secretariat - London

1979 - 1982 Director - Scientific Affairs, Ministry of Industries and Scientific Affairs

1982 - 1985 Director- Oceanography and Marine Geology, National Aquatic Resources
Agency, Ministry of Fisheries

1986 - 1990 UNIDO National Project Director- Ceramic Research and Development Centre
(CRDC), Lanka Ceramics Ltd

1991 -1993 Technical Director - Ministry of Minerals and Mineral Based Industries

1994 - 1997 Technical Director and Consultant - Ministry of Industrial Development

2. INDUSTRIAL AND RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

CSIRO, Melbourne - Industrial Research Division (6 months)
Broken Hill Mines - Australia - Underground Mining (4 months)
English China Clays - Austrell, Cornwall, UK (3 months)

CRDC, Lanka Ceramics Ltd - National Project Director, (4 years)

3. DIRECTOR GOVERNING BOARDS

1970-1976 Ceylon Ceramics Corporation

1975-1976 Lanka Wall Tiles Ltd

1970-1976 National Small Industries Corporation

1982-1985 National Aquatic Resources Agency

1982-1985 Sri Lanka Graphite Corporation

1982-1985 Natural Resources, Energy and Science Authority
1975-1976 Lanka Porcelain Ltd

1995-1997 Lanka Mineral Sands Ltd

4. SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS

1986-1990 Coordinator - UNIDO - CRDC Project Formulation - Ministry of Industries

1991-1994 Coordinator- Research and Development - Ministry of Industries



1999-2001 Coordinator - Environmental Impact Assessment Studies,Environmental

Management Lanka Ltd

5. AWARDS

1993 Ananda Coomaraswamy Medal for contribution to the Mineral Sector
1993 National Award for Scientific Achievement

2004 Antonian College Award for Excellence in Science and Technology

6. PUBLICATIONS

17

books covering the entire Mineral Sector of Sri Lanka (Resources, Potentialities and

Current Issues) and 40 Scientific Papers published in nine countries (Sri Lanka, India,
Thailand, Australia, Japan, China, UK, USA and Germany).
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