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The Geological Society o f  Sri Lanka 
was founded in 1983 "to promote all aspects 
o f geological knowledge within Sri Lanka 
both on land as well as the oceans coining 
under the jurisdiction o f Sri Lanka under the 
Law of the Sea". It does this by lectures, 
discussions, seminars, symposia, 
exhibitions, adult education and 
publications. In addition to the Journal, 
published annually, it publishes a quarterly 
Newsletter, and Special Publications.

The Annual Sessions o f the Society 
are held at the end o f February each year, 
and a Seminar or Symposium is held in 
connection with it. Membership dues are Rs. 
400.00. Foreign members are welcome, 
annual dues being US$30.00. Further 
information about the Society can be 
obtained from The Hony. Secretary, 
Geological Society o f Sri Lanka, c/o The 
Department o f Geology, University of 
Peradeniya, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka.

The Journal o f the Geological 
Society o f Sri Lanka is published annually 
as a single issue, and the subscription price 
price to institutions and individual non­
members is Rs. 500 (Sri Lankan), and 
US$30 (rest o f the world ), post free. The 
Journal will be despatched by surface mail 
to all overseas subscribers. Editorial 
correspondence and material submitted for 
publication should be addressed to The 
Editors, Geological Society o f Sri Lanka, 
c/o Department o f Geology, University of 
Peradeniya, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka.

Business correspondence, including 
orders and remittances relating to 
subscriptions advertisements, back numbers 
and offprints, should be sent to the Hony. 
Treasurer, Geological Society o f Sri Lanka. 
Cheques should be crossed and made 
payable to “The Geological Society o f Sri 
Lanka”.
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EDITORIAL

It is indeed a pleasure to revive the Journal o f the Geological Society o f Sri Lanka even 
after a lapse o f a few years. Even though maintaining a journal involves a variety o f somewhat 
difficult constraints, the redeeming feature is that several Sri Lankan geoscientists have 
maintained a respectable identity in the international research sphere. This in spite o f a multitude 
of problems associated with financial, analytical and other contrasts, in indeed a tribute to the 
local geoscientists. Discouraging remarks mostly o f an anti -local nature and rather 
grandfatherish sermons hardly help their cause.

Highly descriptive accounts shrouded in flowery language that camouflages the lack of 
good quantitative data is a thing o f the past. Modem researcher demands substantial evidence 
that can arise only from good analytical data backed by sound statistical techniques. An 
abundance of quantitative data is certainly better than no data.

It is indeed heartening to note that the Sri Lankan geoscientists have ventured into 
multidiscipline research and this augurs very well for the future. No science can work in 
isolation and borders between scientific disciplines are being rapidly broken down. Application 
of chemistry, physics, mathematics, statistics, and even sociology and medicine in geology have 
enriched the geosciences. Sri Lankan scientists do have the capability and the potential to forge 
ahead along this new line o f thinking.

We wish our geoscientists well.

Rohcma Chandrajith 
C.B. Dissanctyuke

February 2007. Peradeniya
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