
GAMATATHAKSHANAYA (TECHNOLOGYTO VILLAGE)
Message to Scientists from M inister o f Science and Technology

The Vidatha project is organized by the Ministry of Science and Technology to enable Technology to be transferred 
to the potential entrepreneurs in the Village. A major responsibility for the success of the project lies with local 
scientists attached to the scientific institutions in Sri Lanka. These scientists have to perform the research and 
provide innovations and other technologies to be utilized for income generating programmes initiated by the 
Vidatha Project. It is a partnership programme of the Ministry ofScience and Technology and the scientific community 
at large directed towards developing the rural economy. Thus all scientists who are keen to contribute to this 
programme through their scientific/innovative skills are invited to contact the Ministry ofScience and Technology 
for details.

(Professor Tissa Vitarana 
Minister of Science and Technology

Introduction
It is by developing industries locally that are based on our natural resources that we can enhance the standard of 
living of the people. With our limited capital resources that emphasis must be on micro Small and Medium Industries 
(SME’S).
The Vidatha Programme, which aims at taking Science & Technology to the rural areas provides a means of 
developing SME’s to help solve the problem of unemployment and to some extent reduce poverty in the rural estate 
sector, where 77% of the population live.
The scientists in the Research Centres should be made aware of the needs of the villagers. Through this process, 
avenues for research too will be developed. We need to create a dialogue between scientists and villages through 
the net work of Vidatha Centres, using the technology of computers.
For development, the application of science and technology has to be improved. Appropriate technology can only 
be generated through our own research. We should promote our research Centres and link them to the villages so 
as to make the maximum use of the available natural resources. This will help the villagers to start and expand self 
employment enterprises by developing their expertise.
“GAMATA THAKSHANAYA”
THE VISION
To utilize the full potential of science and technology to improve the quality of life of all Sri Lankans with emphasis 
on the hitherto neglected village.

THE MISSION
To harness the natural and human resources in the village for development through the transfer of science and 
technology to the rural community, thereby reducing unemployment and improving the quality of life.

GOALS
o' To retain and promote the work of scientist and technology for development of the country.

To utilize their research findings and technology for development activities of the country, 
o’ To up-lift the economic level of the rural people.
o’ To make arrangements to exhibit to the country the creativeness and skills of rural people and utilize their 

resourcefulness for the country’s benefit.
o’ To ensure good quality of the products from the village reaching the market and thereby ensuring a stable 

income for rural folk.

V idatha Resource Centres (VRC)
Objectives
o* Identification of the resources and needs of the community, for economic development

Drawing the attention of Science and Technology Research Institutions to provide the technology needs of the 
community. '

o- Demonstration and transfer of technology appropriate for the economic development of the villages, 
o- Support for development of enterprises through effective application ofScience and Technology Promotion of 

Entrepreneurship and Marketing and formation of capital 
o’ Establishment of a system of community organizations associated with an Island-wide network of Vidatha 

Resource Centres.
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Vidatha Resource Centres
□  Established Vidatha Resource Centres (135)
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As at 21/08/2006
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