
Preface

A s a  re sea rc h e r w ho  co m m enced  w o rk  on  th e  c lim ate  o f  Sri L an k a  in  1997, I fa ced  d ifficu lties  in 
in itia tin g  w o rk  d u e  to the  lack  o f  in fo rm atio n  regard ing  lite ra tu re , d a ta  re c o rd s  and  h o ld ings, 
lib rary  h o ld in g s  and  the w ork  o f  o th e r resea rch ers. O ver tim e , I c o lla ted  th e se  in fo rm ation . 
D u rin g  one  v is it to  the N S F  lib rary , I p o in ted  o u t the need  fo r a  b ib lio g rap h y  o n  the  c lim ate  o f  
Sri L an k a  to  M s. D eepali T alagalla , the  D irec to r o f  In fo rm atio n  S erv ices  w h o  en co u rag ed  m e  to 
app ly  fo r a g ran t from  the N S F . A s th e re  w as a change o f  the  C hair o f  th e  N S F , the  ev a lu a tio n  o f  
th is  g ran t w as d e lay ed  by a  y ear b u t it w as m ad e  availab le  so th a t I w as  ab le  to  co m p le te  the  bu lk  
o f  w o rk  b efo re  I le ft to  em p lo y  at th e  In s titu te  o f  F u n dam en ta l S tud ies.

A n o th e r sh o rtco m in g  in  the  fie ld  o f  c lim a te  s tu d ie s  in  Sri L an k a  is th e  lack  o f  n e tw o rk in g  am ong  
v a rio u s  re sea rch ers . To a llev iate  th is , a fte r co n su lta tio n  w ith  severa l ac tiv e  re sea rch ers , I in itia ted  
the  S ri L an k a  M eteo ro lo g y , O cean o g rap h y  an d  H ydro logy  N e tw o rk  w ith  a  q u a rte rly  new sle tte r 
as its m a in  v eh ic le  o f  co m m u n ica tio n . T h is  n ew sle tte r has n o w  seen  e lev en  issues and  w as 
h e lp fu l in  p u b lic iz in g  the  w o rk  re la ted  to  th e  b ib lio g rap h y  and  so lic itin g  fo r re fe rences.

A lex san d ra  S o m asu n d era  and  Jay am p a th y  R atn ay ak e  w ere  rec ru ited  fo r th e  p ro je c t as T echn ica l 
A ssis tan ts . W e s tarted  by  co n su ltin g  av a ilab le  b ib lio g rap h ies  and  b ib lio g rap h e rs . W e w ro te  to 
e s tab lish ed  sc ien tis ts  req u estin g  th e ir  p e rso n a l b ib liog raph ies. T h e  a rch iv es  o f  Sri L ankan  
lib ra ries  th a t h o ld  m ateria ls  re la ted  to  c lim a te  w ere  searched . W e w ere  ab le  to  o b ta in  on ly  lim ited  
access  to  tw o  im p o rtan t lib raries , th a t o f  the  N a tio n a l M u seu m  and  the  D ep artm en t o f  
M eteo ro lo g y . T h e  m u seu m  lib rary  w as  b e in g  ren o v a ted  and  w as n o t a ccess ib le  to  us. H ow ever, a 
m em b er o f  the  m u seu m  s ta ff  M s. S. S am arad iw ak ara  h e lp ed  us o b ta in  re fe ren ces . In the  case o f  
the  D ep artm en t o f  M eteo ro logy , th e  lib ra ry  w as being  re lo ca ted  and  th e  m ate ria ls  w ere  all 
b u n d led  up. M r. G .B . S am arasinghe , th e  H ead  o f  the  A g ro m eteo ro lo g y  D iv is io n , w ho oversees 
the lib rary , a ss is ted  us.

R eferen ces  in  re la ted  fie lds th a t h av e  a  p a rtic u la r  bearing  on  c lim a te  a n d  its im pacts  such  as in 
h y d ro lo g y , o cean o g rap h y , coasta l s tud ies, geo logy  and  ag ricu ltu re  w ere  inc luded  in  the 
b ib lio g rap h y . M an y  re fe rences on In d ian  and  A sian  c lim ate  are  re le v an t to  S ri L an k a  and  som e 
o f  th e se  th a t h av e  a  particu la r bearin g  on  Sri L an k a  are in c lu d ed  here . H o w ev er, no e ffo rt w as 
m ad e  to  in c lu d e  refe rences th a t m a y  be fo u n d  in a b ib lio g rap h y  o f  c lim a te  in  ne ighboring  
coun tries.

A n  a u th o r in d ex  and  a  su b jec t in d ex  fo r th e  b ib lio g rap h y  w as p rep a red . W e have indexed  
re fe ren ces  th a t h av e  geog raph ic  sp ec ific ity  b y  p rov ince , d is tric t an d  lo ca tio n . E n tries  are also 
in d ex ed  in  te rm s o f  w et, in te rm ed ia te , d ry  an d  arid  zones w h ere  th e re  is e x p lic it re fe ren ce  to 
th ese  zones. T h e  h y d ro logy  re la ted  re fe ren ces  w ere in d ex ed  re fe ren ces  by  r iv e r basin . T he 
ag ricu ltu re  re la ted  re ferences w ere  in d ex ed  in  te rm s o f  th e  c ro p s  su ch  as tea , ru b b er, coconu t, 
su g arcan e  and  rice . R eferences re la ted  to  th e  socie ta l a sp ec ts  w e re  in d ex ed  u n d e r educa tion , 
h is to rica l acco u n ts  and  po licy . T he c o m p ila tio n  o f  b ib lio g rap h y  has  b ro u g h t to  lig h t m any  u sefu l 
s tu d ies  a n d  so u rces  o f  d a ta  th a t the v a s t m a jo rity  o f  c lim ate  an d  re la ted  sc ien tis ts  do  n o t re fe r to.

W hile  a ttem p ts  w ere  m ade  to  find  all re lev an t refe rences, w e k n o w  th a t th e re  w ill be  a n u m b er o f  
re fe ren ces  th a t h av e  no t been  inc luded . W e h ope  to  keep  co llec tin g  th ese  re fe re n ce s  in  the  fu tu re  
and  so I w ill be  g ra te fu l to receive  co rre sp o n d en ce  on  any  m issed  o r  n e w  en tries.
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