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{, Importance of Obtaining an
International Barcode

ost of the large supermarket chains today

r e q u i r e  a l l  t h e  s u p p l i e r s  t o  h a v e  t h e i r

p r o d u c t s  b a r - c o d e d .  I n  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e

United States and Europe most of the importers

today preferto buy bar-coded products. A barcode
is a machine-readable symbol that  consists a ser ies

of bars and spaces printed in defined ratios. When

t h e  c u s t o m e r  b u y s  a  c e r t a i n  p r o d u c t  i n

supermarlcet and brings it to counter for Payment,
the cashier wi l l  scan the barcodes on the products

and all the details with regard to that product (E.g.

Brand name, pr ice,  weight)  wi l l  immediately aPPear

on the computer.
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Even though you wil l see barcodes are being used

on most of  the th ings (E.9.  products,  b i l l ing,  etc.)

every barcode is not an international barcode. The

w i d e l y  a c c e p t e d  a n  r e c o g n i z e d  b a r c o d e  i s  a

barcode that is pr inted in compl iance with the
internat ional  barcode standards of  GS I  or  Global

Standard One. GS l ,  headquartered in Brussels,
Belgium is the accrediter;! organization to operate

the barcode system around the wor ld.  According

to the standards imposed by GS l ,  an internat ional
barcode must  conta in  l3  d ig i ts .  Out  o f  these

thir teen digi ts,  f i rst  three digi ts wi l l  represent the

country code of  the mernber countr ies of  the GS I

networl<,. Sri Lanl<a is accredited and recognized

by the country prefix "479". Therefore the CCC
holds the sole f ranchise to issue barcodes with the

country pref ix of  "479".  (E.g.  "888" Singapore,
"47l"  Taiwan, etc.)

In Sr i  Lanl<a, the Ceylon Chamber of  Commerce is

the  so le  au thor ized  body  to  opera te  the  GS I

Standard system. Any company or exporter who
wishes to obtain a barcode must register with GS I

Sr i  Lanka of  the Ceylon Chamber of  Commerce.

When a certain company comes and register with

GS I Sri Lanl<a to obtain a barcode that company

will be given an international company lD and that

company 's  barcode number  w i l l  beg in  w i th  the

country prefix "479" followed by the international

company lD number.

It is very advantageous for a comPany to obtain an

international barcode in several asPects. When a

certain company possesses an international barcode

tha t  company and i t s  pnoducts  a re  ident i f iab le

around the wor ld.  For an instance, when a product

barcode is  inser ted  in  to  the  computer ,  i t  w i l l

immediately give al l  the detai ls about the company
(company name, registered address, contact details,

e t c . )  a n d  i t s  p r o d u c t  ( p r i c e ,  f l a v o r ,  d a t e  o f

manufacture and expiry, contents, etc.) lt is easier

f o r  f o r e i g n  c o m p a n i e s  t o  s e a r c h  a b o u t  y o u r

company, i ts products and i t  wi l l  a lso give your

c o m p a n y  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  a s  a n

internat ional  barcode can only be obtained by a

legally registered company. And in sonle countries

cus tom o f f i ces  are  l inked to  the  in te rna t iona l

barcode system. ln such a country, it wil l be easier
to clear the gods from the customs because custom

officials wil l be able to check identity of a certain
product by scanning the barcode.

A barcode appearing on a product also acts as a

standard certif icate. Now a days, barcodes are

considered an inter i  at lonal  Standard.  Having an
in te rna t iona l  barcode on  a  p roduc t  says  tha t
product complies by the international supply chain

s t a n d a r d s  s y s t e m  o f  t h e  g l o b a l  s t a n d a r d
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  B y  o b t a i n i n g  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
barcode your products become more competit ive
internationally. Most of the foreign buyers today
lool< for  barcoded products and barcodes are
mandatory for  the suppl iers of  wor ld 's reputed
retai l  gains such as USA's Wal-Marl<,  Br i ta in 's
Tesco, France's Carrefour, Etc.

Any Sri Lanl<an company that wishes to register
for internat ional  barcodes must register wi th the

Ceylon Chamber of  Commerece's GS I  Sr i  Lnal<a.
And a company that wishes to obtain an international
barcode must  be  a  lega l l y  reg is te red  comPany.
Recent ly CCC has started a promot ional  campaign
to  p romote  in te rna t iona l  barcodes  among Sr i
Lanlcan companies. There is an increased threat for
Sri Lanl<an companies to lose out in the international
market due to not having barcodes.
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