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recently), to bc "in{'cctccl" to industry and to all
othe r ri,alks of 1i1'c. 'fhis needs only cornnritrnent
an(l r:ucouragelncnt liom proper sources including
acadcrria and thc govt:mr.ncut. Industry rvill "get
into it" the uron.rcr-rt thcy scc its aclr,antage to thcrn.
II is necessary to create an 'Innovations cxplosion'.
Grad-uat9--clgineers a trd sci cnti sts shou Id be
corrvcrtcci from _g1tpt@
cnrplo),ment nrovidcrs. fhey should become
sprinrs of cmployment giving employment to
others

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

Innovatiou is to bring in novcltie s or make changes.
Iunovat ivc stcp(s) may be smal l ,  substant ial  or
major, but it should essentially bring in some form
ol'improvemcnt to tire product or the process. If
the product so dcvcloped is somcthing completcly
novcl, or non-existcnt earlier, then it is cailed an
' lnvcnt ion' .  Invent ion r-rsual ly is a rnqor stcp
lbrrvard in the technology front.

No cor"rntry or Industry can prospcr or even
surl'ivc u,itl iout bcing lnnovative. Products and
inclustr ies have 1o shi i t  l iom'Sunsct ' to 'Sunrise '

and t l "r is can be accon-rpl ishccl  only through
continnous upgrading o1'thcm rvith innovations and
innovativc design. For Sri I-anka to achieve rapid
industr ial izat ion i t  is cssent ial  that both 'Factor

c l r i v c n '  a n d  ' I n v c s t m e n t  d r i v e n '  s t a g e s  b e
cornpleted quickly, rvhile sirrrultaneously jurnping
to the' lnuovat ion dr iven'  stage.

No iclca, coucept or ciiscovery is of any use unless
and until it is convcflcd to a tangible product. This
can bc done only through innovative design and
cach such design is a step for-ward in technology
liont of a country. It is thc'l-ecliuoiogy base'and
ruot thc 'Pure knowledgc'  that determines the
developnient rate o{'a country. Thus it is inperative
that lve shifi fiom academic and pure research to
' D e v c l c l p r n e n t  r c s e a r c h '  o r  ' R e s e a r c h  f o r
development'. Patcnts, active as well as dormant
and slceping, is an ocean of "l 'echnology seeds'
awaiting to be convefied to teclinology for the rapid
lnarch of the country to industrialisation. We don't
have to re-invcnt the whee I or waste our resourccs
on basic research, which may be useful for the
dcveloped nations, but must take a 'Technological

free ricle' rvhich was done by all including USA,
Japan and NICs as well. So, why not us?

No cor.nrtry or Industry cal t  prosper or even
sur\/ivt: without being Innovativc.

It is a case of 'Innovate or Perish' in the prescnt
context.  Shif i iug of industr ics or products frorn
suuset to sunrise is essent ial ,  and that can be
accomplished only tirrough continuous upgrading
of then-r lvith innovations and inncivativc design

It is essential to comrnence 'Innovation drivcn'
stage witirout w'aiting to cornplete 'Factor driven'
alld 'Investurent driven' stages.
'lb 

Innclvatc it is esscntial to havc an inquiring mind
with creative thinking. Do not jump to the flrst
solution (to a problcrn) that contes to your mind.
I-ook fbr all possrblc options and sclect the optirnum
af ie r  ex tens ive  ana lys is .  I )on ' t  t ry  to  l ind  a
conccptual design, but arrivc at it through proper
aualysis. Imovative and creative solutions to sub-
problerns lvill yield you an innovative dcsign.

Adaptive inuovation is very important as tnost of
the innovations come through this path.

Re-eugincering is a very cost cllcctive way of
technology translicr.
-Iake 

a 'Technological free ride 'rvithout going lbr
'basic and/or academic research' .

Development research is cssential lor Innovations.

Make usc oi ' the ocean of ' l -echnology seeds'
avai lable in 'Patents ' .  act ive as rvel l  as dormant
and sleeping.

If we are to have a future it is very important to
dcvelop a'Culture o1'  Innovat iorrs ' .

COCC)NUT MILK
EXTRACTING DEVTCE

Sin'rple, easy to operate and low-cost
mechanical device to extract coconut milk
from scraped coconut is invented by
Univers ify of Moratuwa.
For more detai/s:
Deparhnent of Mechanical Engineering
Tel:2650621
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